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MARY - DORIA - RUSSELL
The Sparrow
BSFA Award e Arthur C. Clarke Award e Tiptree Award

To the members of the BSFA

I would like to express my sincere thanks to the members of the BSFA who were kind
enough to vote for The Sparrowthis year. I was thrilled speechless to receive the Best
Novel award, although T managed to get my voice back for the Clarke prize! Thank you
so very much for this recognition. All too often in the past two years, I have heard people
say, “I hate science fiction, but I loved your book,” and then they insist, “The Sparrow
isn't really science fiction.” Now I can say, “Oh yes it is! And I can prove it!”
Sincerely

Mary Doria Russell, 15 June 1998
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SPARROW WINGS CLARKE

FOLLOWING its Tiptree and BSFA Awards, Mary Doria Russell’s The Sparrow (Black Swan) was
announced as the winner of this year’s Arthur C. Clarke Award at a ceremony in London’s
Science Museum on 27 May. Russell, who had flown over from America for the occasion, first
collected her BSFA Award from Chris Hill, and thanked the membership of the BSFA (see cover).

Clarke Award administrator Paul Kincaid then
called on Angie Edwards, Sir Arthur's niece, to open
the envelope and announce the winner; the result
was enthusiastically welcomed by the large
audience. In a warm and emotional acceptance
speech, Russell made a particular point of thanking
her editor Simon Taylor; British booksellers Rog
Peyton and Dick Jude were also thanked for their
efforts in promoting the book in this country.

Four of the six nominees were present: Russell,
Elizabeth Hand (The Glimmering), James Lovegrove
(Days) and Jeff Noon (Nymphomation); Stephen Bax-
ter (Titan) and Sheri S. Tepper (The Family Tree)
were unable to attend. Judges this year were An-
drew M. Butler and Tanya Brown (for the BSFA),

and John Clute and Farah Mendelsohn for the SF
Foundation, chaired by Paul Kincaid. Many other
writers, editors and sf personalities were present,
including Scott Bradfield, Molly Brown, Pat Cadi-
gan, David Garnett, Mary Gentle, Colin Greenland,
Jon Courtenay Grimwood, Peter Hamilton, Paul
McAuley, John Meaney, Kim Newman, Chris Priest,
David Pringle, Geoff Ryman, Andy Sawyer,
Michael Marshall Smith, Maureen Kincaid Speller,
and Brian Stableford. O

* Mary Doria Russell is interviewed in Vector 200.

* More photos on pp12-13.

* Claire Brialey will take over from Andrew M.
Butler as one of the BSFA judges next year; Tanya
Brown is now on her second year.

Mary Doria Russell and her £1,000 cheque, with John Clute (left) and Andromeda bookseller Rog Peyton.

PRATCHETT GETS OBE

AFTER the knighthood awarded to Sir Arthur
Clarke in the New Year’s Honours list, Terry
Pratchett becomes the second sf writer this
year to be honoured. He was given the OBE
(Order of the British Empire) in the Queen’s
Birthday Honours List on 13 June, “for services
to literature”.

He told Ansible: "I suspect the ‘services to
literature’ consisted of refraining from trying to
write any. Still, [ can’t help feeling mightily
chuffed about it.” Q

SPEDDING HELD ON
DRUGS ALLEGATION

FANTASY writer and anthropologist Alison
Spedding is being held in a Bolivian prison on
suspicion of drug dealing, according to The
Guardian of 20 June. She has reportedly been
held for some months without being charged
and with no prospect of a trial, and the ‘drug
dealing’ amounted to possession of one joint
for personal use. She has apparently contracted
typhoid and malaria whilst in jail, due to the
poor conditions.

Spedding’s fantasy retellings of the life of
Alexander the Great are currently being
reissued by Voyager, under her full name (they
were previously issued as by ‘Spedding’
alone). She has long been a resident of Bolivia,
and Nicholas Pollotta of the Science Fiction
Writers of America suggests that letters of
protest could usefully be sent to the Bolivian
Embassy. “Please write a polite, but firm, letter
to the Bolivian ambassador informing him of
your moral outrage and asking for her
immediate release. This will only take ten
minutes of your time and a stamp.”

Address: Bolivian Embassy, 106 Eaton Square,
London, SWIW9ADQ

=1998 Nebula Awards=

Women dominated this year's Nebula Awards, presented on 2 May at a
ceremony in Santa Fe. Nebulas are voted on by the members of
Science Fiction and Fantasy Writers of America.

BEST NOVEL BEST SHORT STORY
VONDA N. McINTYRE JANE YOLEN
The Moon and the Sun “Sister Emily's Lightship”
(Starlight 1)
BEST NOVELLA
JERRY OLTON GRAND MASTER
“Abandon In Place” AWARD
(F&SF Dec 96) POUL ANDERSON
BEST NOVELETTE SERVICE TO THE SFWA
NANCY KRESS ROBIN WAYNE BAILEY

“The Flowers of Aulit Prison”
(Asimov's Oct/Nov 96)

The Bram Stoker Awards, given for horror and dark fantasy, were
presented this year in New York on 6 June.
BEST SHORT STORY
BEST NOVE|
JANET BERLINER & GEORGE FIOYANBELKOMADAYID
GUTHRIDGE o n
Children of the Dusk At rond
BEST COLLECTION
BEST FIRST NOVEL KARL EDWARD WAGNER
KIRSTEN BAKIS Exorcisms and Ecstasies
Lives of the Monster Dogs BEST NON-FICTION
STANLEY WIATER
BEST NOVELETTE Dark Thoughts: On Writing
JOE B LANSDALE LIFE ACHIEVEMENT
“Tha g B WILLIAM PETER BLATTY
JACK WILLIAMSON
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Cutr Ficrion M. J. ‘Simo’ Simpson has left SFX, afer joining the
successful magazine on ts founding in 1995 and eventually rising to
Deputy Editor. » SFX's sister magazine Cult TV has folded after eleven
issues, despite venturing into Loaded terrtory with nude pictures of Dr
Who actress Katy Manning (she played Jo Grant in the 1970s,
alongside Jon Pertwee).

Dracuta The UNDEAD is a touring production of the outdoor theatre
company Midsommer,°a tale oflove, jealousy and superstion around
some impressive and atmospheric landscapes”, loosely based on
Stoker's novel and various legends. Bring something to sit on, warm
clothing and sensible footwear, and a forch and waterproof i it ooks
fie rain (sounds more like an expedition than a show). Venues are: 29
Ju1 Aug Helmesley Castle, North Yorks.; 4-8 Aug Roydne Park,
Wiral; 11-15 Aug Didsbury, Manchester; 18-23 Aug Townely Park,
Bumley, Lancs.; 2-5 Sep Newstead Abbey, Notts.; 8-12 Sep Peel
Castle, lsle of Man; 16-20 Sep New Mils Festival, Derbyshire. Contact
Tanglewood, 1 Hampton Fields, Oswesty, Salop, SY11 1TL. Tel
01691 655002 (t1am-1pm, 4-7pm).

Onuing Hosarrs Summer 1999 should see the launch of a massive
mult-player online game based on Tolkien's The Hobbit and The Lord
of the Rings. The réle-playing game, currently being developed by
Sierra On-Line, will be able to support thousands of simultaneous
users and will be set some decades after the evenls in Lord of the
Rings.

Ger WeLL Soon! Ving Clarke, Grand O Fan and Guest of Honour
at the 1995 Worldon in Glasgow, remains in hospital. “/m making a
ltle progress,” he told Ansible, ‘but ‘reatable’ s not ‘curable’. I've
been il by mouth'for about a month now, and dream occasionally of
fish & chips washed down with coftee. | can walk behind & Zimmer
frame, but sl need to be helped to my feet. Sl there is progress.”
Ving is now in rehabiltation and expects to be home soon, and
‘welcomes leters and reading mater from fans; send to A. V. Clarke,
Gillies Ward, St Mary's Hospital, Sidcup, Kent, DA14 6LT.

+Ken Bulmer also welcomes letters and ‘fantasy novels’: Haliwell
Nursing Home, Kingswood Road, Tunbridge Wells. Kent, TN2 4UN.
+lan Gunn, Austraian cartoonist is stil under treatment for cancer.
Aftr a not 100 successful stem cel transplan, he and pariner Karen

SPELLER WINS TAFF

Maureen Kincaid Speller has won this year's UK to US TAFF race, and will represent
British fandom at the Worldcon in Baltimore in August, and around the States on her

travels. Full results were:

1st Place
Chris Bell
Bridget Hardcastle 4
Maureen Kincaid Speller 121
No preference 8
Total ballots 23

N. Anerica Europe Other
1u 27
2 76 3
7 1
75 145 3

SF (OF COURSE)

Courses on science fiction happen around
the country, rangiing from the full-time
academic (Reading's MA in SF Studies) to
part-time evening classes. What can you
expect from the latter?

Starting in Leeds this autumn the
Workers' Education Association offers such
an sf course. Taught by Rob Hayler, it runs
for ten weeks from 24 September, 7-9pm on
Thursday evenings at the Swarthmore
Centre. It costs £35, or £25 for the unwaged.
Rob - a philosopher studying language at
Leeds University — is well-versed in literary
sf and has structured the course to cover:

* How to read sf - What is it? How should
we approach it?

* Major themes - Hard / soft sf, science,
morality, politics, what is real / human

* History of sf - Swift, de Bergerac,

are optimistc about a new
+Diana Wynne Jones has more back problems, after suffering
collapsing vertebrae. She is due another ten-hour operation, and has
sady had fo pull out of her Guest of Honour appearance at Albacon
this year

Amazine Tories The contents of the relaunched Amazing Stories -
published in July by gaming-card company Wizards of the Coast -
show a disinclly old-ashioned and, some would say, right-wing o
Iiberarian agenda. There are contributions from Ben Bova, James
Alan Gardner and Neal Barrett Jr, an excerpt from Orson Scoft
Card's forthcoming novel Heartire, and a comment column from
Bruce Sterling. Reflecting the medi side of the magazine the cover
will be a Star Trek: TNG paiting by Bob Eggleton and there are ST
stories by A. C. Crispin and John Betancourl

Dearis Jerome Bixby, American wiiter, died on 28 Apil from
complications afer a quadruple heart bypass operation. Bor n 1923,
e i best remembered for the much-anthologised sf short story °It's a
Good Lite" (1953), about a mutant child who terrorizes a small own; it
was dramatised for The Twilght Zone and was one of the stores used
in the 1983 movie based on the series. He wrote many Westerns, and
also scripted the 1958 movie It! The Teror From Beyond Space, the
fist version (ater rewriten) of Fantastic Voyage (1966), and several
Star Trek episodes. As an editor he worked on Planet Stores, and was
also involved with Galaxy, Thriling Wonder Stories and Startling
Stories i the 1950s.

 Alex Schomburg, llstrator and artst, died aged 92 on 7 April in
Oregon. He worked for most of the major st magazines, including
Amazing Stores, Analog and Asimov's, did many book covers, and
helped develop comics including Captain America and Submariner; he
also orew the coverforthe firstssue of Marvel Comics

+Lee Elias, comics artist, died in early April. He drew the 19505
Beyond Mars newspaper sirp, scripted by Jack Wiliamson from the
ovels Sestee Shipand Seetee Shock

SwippeTs Alfred Bester's 1953 story “Time is the Traitor” has been
bought for $500.000 by Warner Bros. for fiming + The forthcoming
Noesis sf magazine has a web site, which includes submission
quidelines:  http: //wnaw. ndirect . co, uk/~rwadding/Noesis
+Douglas Adams should be delivering his Hitch Hiker's scipt to
Disney in August, » Weird Tales is now edited by George Scithers.

, Wells, Heinlein, the New Wave,
Dmk El]xson, Gibson, virtual ~ reality,
computers, biotech, nanotech, the return to
hard sf, Mars as the fashionable planet.

* Specific authors in detail ~ Bradbury,
Ballard, Egan.

* Sociology of sf - prediction or social
criticism? Technology and ‘progress’
Nineteen Eighty-four. Feminist sf. Fandom,
conventions, fanzines, the net.

* Media sf - visual sf from the 50s to Trek
and 2001. Silent Running, Soylent Green and,
crucially, Alien. Dystopia, cynicism and
profit from Blade Runner to The X-Files
Irony and post-modernism.

“Sf is one of the most popular and yet most
critically misunderstood art forms of his
century,” says Rob. “As such it is the perfect
subject for a course of the type I propose: an
enthusiastic overview taught by an sf buff
with an academic background.”

Contacts: For the course - WEA, 24 Newlay
Grove, Horsforth, LEEDS, LS18 4LH. Tel
0113 259 0055

Rob Hayler (who welcomes feedback on the
proposed content of his course) - Flat 1, 4
Regent Park Terrace, LEEDS, LS6 2AX. Tel
0113 2748200 (h), 0113 2333260 (w). Email:
phlrwh@leeds.ac.uk

Rob also maintains the ‘Bogart’s Exchange’
web site, a Philip Dick resource and trading
area: http: //www.geocities.com/Area51/
Corridor/2997/

Awards Miscellany

+ British writers often do well in the Sidewise Awards, given
for alterative history tales. Nominees this year are: Long
Form: Peter Delacourte Tire on My Hands (Gollncz,
Del); Michael Swanwick Jack Faust (Milenrium, Avon);
Harry Turtledove How Few Remain (Hodder & Stoughton,
Del Rey). Short For: Lee Alred “For the Strength of the
Hils® (Writers of the Future XII); Eugene Byre & Kim
Newman “Teddy Bear's Picic” (Interzone 122/123; Back n
the USSA, Zeising): Roland J. Green “The King of Poland's
Foot Cavalry”(Tyrants, Tor); Willam Sanders “The Undis
covered” (Asimov’s Mar 97). Special Achievement: Robert
Sobel For Want of a Nail (MacMilan 1975; Greenill1997).
The awards, founded in 1995 and named ater Murray
Leinster's short story "Sideways in Time", wil be announced
and presented attis year's Woridoon in Batimore; previous
winners include Stephen Baxter and Paul J. McAuley.
+The shortsts for this years Mythopoeic Awards are:
Adult Literature: Peter S. Beagle Giant Bones; A. S. Byalt
The Djinn in the Nightingale's Eye: Charles de Lint Trader
Neil Gaiman Nevewhere, Patrick O'Leary Tre Git
Children's Lterature: Susan Cooper The Boggart and the
Monster, Dahlov Ipcar A Dark Hom Blowing; Robin
McKinley Rose Daughter, Jane Yolen Young Merl tlogy.
Scholarship (Inkings): Verlyn Flieger A Queston of Time:
J. R.R. Tolkien's Road to Faeri; Janine Goftar C. S. Lewis
Index: Rumours From the Scutor's Shop, Walter Hooper
C. S. Lewis: A Companion and Guide; Brian Horne (ed)
Charles Wiiams: A Celebrafion; Kathryn Lindskoog
Finding the Landord: A Guidebook fo C. S. Lewis's The
Pigrim's Regress. Scholarship (General): Glen Cavaliero

The Supernatural and Englsh Ficton, John Clute &
John Grant (eds) The Encyclopedia of Fantasy: S. T.
Joshi Lord Dunsany, Master of the Anglo-rish
Imaginaton; Richard Mathews Fantasy: The Liberation
of Imaginat
~The 1997 Asimov’s Reader Awards went to: Novella
Allen Steele ... Where Angels Fear fo Tread" (OctNov);
Novelette: Bill Johnson “We Will Drink  Fish Together
* (May):; Short Story: Mike Resnick “The 43 Antarean
Dynasties™ (Dec): Poem: Laurel Winter why goldish
shouldn't use: power tools™ (Dec); Cover Arst: Chris
Moore;Interir Artist: Darryl Efiot
+The 1997 Analog Reader Awards (‘AnLabs) went to:
Novela: Timothy Zahn *Starsong” (JulAug): Novelette:
Grey Rollins “Trial by Ordeal” (Nov}; Short Story: Brian
Plante “Afieady in Heaven” (Jul/Aug): Factual Aricle
Richard Melsner ‘Cosmological Danvinism” (Nov):
Cover: Hubble Space Telescope photo Jar).
 Finalsts for Theodore Sturgeon Memorial Award for
the best short icion of 1997 are: Alan Brennert “Echoes”
(FASF May), Michael J. Flynn *House of Dreams"
(Asimov's OctNov); James Patrick Kelly “lisy Bitsy
Spider” (Asimovs Jun); Mary Soon Lee *Universal
Grammar” (F&SF Apr); Paul Levinson “Loose Ends™
(Analog May); Paul Park ‘Get a Grp" (F&SF Dec): Mike
Resnick “The 43 Antarean Dynastes” (Asimov's Dec).
William Sanders “The Undscovered” (Asimov's Mar)
James Sarain & Mary Rosenblum ‘One Good Juror”
(Asimov’ Feb); Brian Stableford “Coming to Grips With
the Great Plague” (Omni Onine Mar); Allen Steele *
Where Angels Fear 0 Tread" (Asimov's OctiNov); Walter
Jon Williams “Lethe" (Asimov's Sep).
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‘Terry Brooks has been commissioned to write the
official novelisation of the new Star Wars fiim. Del
Rey wil publish it, and Brooks - author of heroic
fantasies such as The Sword of Shannara - has
been working closely with George Lucas on the
book. Lucas says: *l am excted fo have an author
of Terry's calibre writing the novelisation of Episode
1. The novel will go into many areas that could not
be included in the fim, and | am confident that Terry
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{they've hedged theirbets here - the
amourt depends on sales. with 20p from

with his agent. I's hs first book since he
completed the eight-volume ‘Chung Kuo'
sequence

Bromley, Kent, BRI 3PB. Tel: 0181 464 8231
Emai patcaoky . denon.co. uk
Web site: http: //wwwcooky. demon. co. uk
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AS THOSE of you who searched in vain for a film
to watch during the all-pervasive World Cup
coverage will have realised, the film distributors
capitulated entirely and released bugger all during
the first half of the summer. But what about after
the aty centres have ceased burning and the
beer-boys have crawled back into their pits? When
the World Cup is nothing more than a bad smell
and a worse memory

2 Starting with 17 July:

Alittle thing called Godzilla will be striding into
town. This is in no way an Americanised version
of a Japanese franchise from the 60s. Remember,
folks: plot does matter!

Also, if you are afflicted with munchkns, they
will doubtless be bullying you to take them to see
The Little Mermaid, the film which brought
Disney back from the brink of bankruptcy. This is
in 1o way a re-issue, and has certainly not had a
it of a wash and brush-up with newer (and more
expensive) singers rerecording all its songs.

% 31 July

Lost in Space, which s, of course, in no way a
spin-off from a 60s tv show which was not, in
tum, even remotely ‘inspired by’ an idea which
Gene Rodenberry couldn't sell until he retitled it
Star Trek

Dr Doolittle, with Eddie Murphy as the token
homo sapiens, is a film which is in no way in-
spired by the failed Rex Harrison musical of 1966.
% 14 August
The Avengers, which is, one hardly needs to
mention, i no way based on a 60s tv show; and
will, of course, base its advertising campaign on
Ralph Fiennes dashing good looks and ot at all
on Uma Thurman’s chesty bits.

2 21 August

The truth is, The X-Files: The Movie (or X or
Blackwood or Fight the Future or whatever the hell
they decide to call it [Fight the Future — Ed.|) will
be out there. It is, needless to hype, in no way
based on the most watched tv show of the 90s and
will, of course, base its advertising campaign on
David Duchovny’s dashing good looks and not at
all on Gillian Anderson’s chesty bits.

2 4 September

Species 2, which is, of course, in no way a sequel
to one of the most preposterous wastes of celluloid
ever pereptrated on a science-fiction viewing
publicin the guise of profit-at-all-costs. It will, one
hardly needs to point out, base its advertising
campaign on the quality of H. R. Giger's designs
and not on Natasha Hestridge's chesty bits.

SUMMER POPCORN Johz Ashbrook

¢ 18 September

Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas, which, to be
frank, actually is based on the book (and lifestyle)
of Hunter S. Thompson, is directed by Terry
Gilliam, and does feature Johnny Depp, who does
spend the whole movie tripping his chesty bits off.
% 2 October:

Ah, this is more like it: Armageddon, which is not
at all about an asteroidmeteorcomet (they can
never seem to decide these things) which isn't
really heading for Earth and can't only be stopped
by Bruce Willis. In no way does this film bear even
the remotest passing resemblance to Deep [mpact
from earler this year and, of course, one hardly
needs to mention, that it is very far from a remake
of the 1979 Sean Connery disaster movie Meteor.
% 9 October

Small Soldiers is in no way a tale of computer
generated toy soldiers waging war against each
other and, as such, owes nothing to Disney’s CGI
1996 movie Toy Story or, for that matter, Stephen
King’s short story “Battleground” from the Night
Shift collection.

¥ 16 October.

Mulan is Disney’s latest full-length animation.
Not conceming a young Chinese woman who
assumes the mantle of a great warrior, this is in no

Sales are forthe two months up 1o 16 June 1998, and are kindly supplied by
Waterstone's branches at:

+93-97 Albion Street, Leeds. Tel: 0113 244 4588

+36-38 Albion Street, Leeds. Tel: 0113 242 0839
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SF & FANTASY

- Terry Pratchett The Last Confinent (Doubleday: £16.93 hb)

lain M. Banks Consider Phiebas (Orbit: £6.93 pb)

Paul Wake, Steve Andrews & Arie (eds) Waterstone's Guide fo
SF, Fantasy & Homor (Waterstone’s: £3.99 tp)

Robin Hobb Assassin's Quest (Voyager £6 99 pb

- Raymond E. Feist Shards of a Broken Crown (Voyager: £17.99
b)

J.R. R. Tolkien The Lord of the Rings {Hlerdhnt £1299pb)

- Larry Niven Destiny's Road (Orbit: £5.99 pb)

Raymond E. Feist ma.u.mmww £6.99 pb)

Peter F. Hamilton The Neutronium Alchemist (Macmilan: £9.93
)

Arthur C. Clarke 3001: The Final Odyssey (Voyager: £5 93 pb)

‘William Gibson Neuromancer (Voyager: €5 99 pb)

Terry Pratchett Hogfather Corgi:£5.99 pb)

Terry Pratchett Mort (Corgi: £5.99 pb)

Peter F. Hailton The Realiy Dystunction (Macrilan: £7.99 pb)

Tad Willams Otherand (0t £6.99 pt)

(Corgi-£5.99

- MWMSMMMNW £6.99 pb)

raior (Macmillan: £6.93 pb)

way the reason that Disney has held up
of Hayao Miyazaki's blockbusting Japanese anime
Princess Mononoko which is, likewise, not about a
‘young woman who becomes a great warrior.
Perfect Murder, whilst bemg outside the
purview of this magazine, is worth mentioning
only insofar as it is, on no way, a faithful remake
of Hitchcock’s 1953 movie Dial M For Murder.
23 October.
The Truman Show. Actually directed by Oscar
winner Peter Weir. Really featuring Jim Carrey in
his first straight role. Genuinely written by the
genius responsible for Gattaca. This is a parable
about a man whose every move is watched by
millions of tv viewers, His whole world is an
incredibly elaborate movie set. Every member of
his family, everyone he works with, every other
human being he has ever met is an actor. Only he
doesn’t know any of this. [Of course it's in no way
based on Philip Dick’s Time Out of Joint. — Ed] A
moment of breakthrough i, I feel, long
everdue. Sounds utterly wonderful. This film is
the one and only hope we have left this year for a
truly inspiring movie-watching experience. It's
true, man!
— © John Ashbrook 1998

SFE CD-ROM

mmtmmm;m&m"m
Muimedia Science Fiction (Focus
Essential ESIN £9.99 Cl)m The Grolier

hell. Requirements: Windows 32 or Windows 95,
486DX-33 or higher, 10Mb hard disc space. 16Mb
memory. Andrew M. Butler writes: The full (wel, more or
less) text of Clute and Nichols’s essential reference work,
transferred into a format where cross-references can be

camoufiaged (The
cross-references in the inroductory matter — tsel hidden
away under a menu - are faithfully captaised but aren't

cickable). In addiion o the EoSF material, a seemingly
random number of book covers and desc:

ripions, and short videoed speech by 2 dozen or S0
witers. The resut fals between two siools: not sopfist-

auis Terran ries: The problems with the use nterizce

largely solved by new software witen by
Dave Langlord, who says: “The software is Windows
95/98/NT only - sorry! - il [the CD-ROM] heaps
more usable, with your own chaice of display fonts and
window sizes, slowrloading compuisory graphics screens
eliminated, better backiracking facities. known corrections
added at the ends of the relevart entries (incuding, wih
John Clute's permission, the big chunks of aricles ke
LTIV AMERCA and Palick MOORE which Groler omitied
alogether” Prce £11.75 inc pAp. or £2350 incuding the
CD-ROM. Avatible from Dave Langford, 94 Longon Foad,
Reading, Berkshire, RG1 5AU (cheques / POs payabie to
David Langlord). O

Tmmmmawuwp[cag 5% pb)
“Tom Holt Open Sesame (Orbit:£5.99 po)

2 J.R.R. Tolkien The Hobbit (HarperCollins: £5.99 pb)

Terry Pratchett Eric (Gollancz £3.99 pb)
Simon R, Green Deathstalker Honour (Vista: £5.99 pb)

- Dan Simmons The Rise of Endymion (NEL. £6.99 pb)
- Neal Stephenson Snow Crash (Penguin' £5.99 pb)
- Chris Bunch The Seer King (Orbit: £6.93 pb)

Terry Pratchett The Light Fantastic (Corgi £5.99 pb)

- Philip K. Dick The Man nthe High Castle (Pengun: £5.99 pb)
- Chris Bunch The Demon King (Orbit: £5.99 pb)
 Tain M. Banks Use of Weapons (Orbi: £6.99 pb)

Harry

Harrison Stars and Stripes Triogy (Hodder: £5.99 po)
Robin Hobb Assassin's Apprentie (Voyager- £6.99 pb)
Fourand Twenty

5%
pb)

David Eddings Polgara the Sorceress (Voyager:£11.98t9)

'William Gibson Idoru (Viking: €693 pb)

- Robin Hobb Royal Assassin (Voyager £6.99 pb)

Terry Pratchett & Neil Gaiman Good Ormens (Corgi: 599 pb)
Robin Hobb Ship of Magic (Voyager: £1799 ho)

- Tain M. Banks The Player of Games (Orbi: £6.99 pb)
- James Lovegrove Days (Phoenix. £6.99 p)

Terry Pratchett Feet of Clay (Corgi: £5.39 pb)

- lain M. Banks Against a Dark Background (Orbit: £6.99 pb)

SPINOFFERY

1 A.C.Crispen Star Vars: Han Solo 3 (Bantam' £5.99 pb)
3 Dougi-ld.ms: rship Titanic (Macmillan: £5.99 pb)
‘Star Wars: Pianet of Tiwilig

o

- Michael A, Stackpole Siar Wars: |, Jedi(Bantam: £12.99 hb)

4 Aaron Allston Star Wars: X Wing 5 Wraih Squacion
(Bantar: £5.98 pb)

2 Kevin J. Anderson X-Fils: Antbodies (HarperCoins: £5 99

pb)
& John Peel Dr Who: Legacy ofthe Daleks (BBC: £4.93 p)
§ Mt Do O The Holle M (5 €49 1)
rekc Captain's

£439
o)
- Steven Barnes Star Trek DS9: Far Beyond (S&S: £4.99 pb)
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dhmmmummwmwn about 2
robal which esies 10 become human. Fiming wil begin in
the autumn. with Chris Columbus
worked with Wilams on M Doubtfre. Reporedy. f
Willams had deckned the rdle t would have been ofiered o
Tom Hanks. [CT]

SATURN AWARDS for meda sf were presented on 10

Fantasy Film Austin Powers; Best Horror Fim The Devil's
Advocate; Best Actor Pierce Brosnan (Tomorrow Never
Dies); Best Actress Jodie Foster (Contach) Best Director
John Woo (Face/Off; Best Writer Mike Webb & Michael
Colleary (Face/Off; Best Music Danny Elfman (Men in
Black) Best Special Effects Starship Troopers; Best Make
Up Mimic. Best Network Series Butfy the Vampire Slayer.
Best Cable / Syndicated Series The Outer Limits; Best
Genre TV Presentation The Shining; George Pal Memorial
Award Dean Devlin; President’s Award James Cameron;
Life Career Awards James Karen, Michael Crichton. [CT]

Coming On FiLm ... Will Smith (independence Day,
Men in Black) has signed on to appear in Universal's movie
of Gene Brewer's 1995 sf novel K-Pax. [CT] + Busy man
Smiis do o appes in The Mark, a superhero movie
help from
and Sean Devlin, who gave us Indspendence Day. (CT]
+ Dimension Films (who brought back the stalk 'n' slash
genre with Scream . . . thanks, guys) are developing &
movie version of Robert Silverberg's Needle in a
Timestack Don't hold your breath, though; it st only at
the script stage now, which means the chances of it making
it o the big screen are about the same s the chances of
finding aneedie ina . .. . [JA] + Arnold Schwarzenegger is
reported to be ‘n talks" about Total Recall2, .mmm
Phip Dick-based 1990 movie, with
sa-mmezyeommwammmmmm
[CT] + Don? believe the era of the Arie / Stalione action
movie has ended. While Stallone is sl haggling over
money on Rambo 4, Amie is in talks 1o appear in True Lies

drector Paul Verhoeven Mdlﬂ‘wﬂ until some film
cunpny s prard o e i g ey 0k
a full-size set of medieval Jerusalem . .. about $200miion?

Insumection. Directed by Jonathan Frakes, if's set for US
[CT] - Afier

Baiman and Robin, George Clooney is riot being invited to

reciaim the cape - instead the ranchise is being dangled in

tront of Kurt Russell, with John Travolta mentioned to piay

media news . . tv. film

n n ashbrook & l:hl‘lB tsrran

the el Scarecrow. Tn&nwnsmnmemdm
Face/Otf buddy Nicolas Cage, who was scheduled 10 pull
on the red Y-ronts for the uttery Superman
Lives. Afer a year o to-ing and foing, this has now been
dumped and Cage along with . But in Holywood, once
you sign on the dotied ine youve got it made, even i the
mmcaguimgnmﬂmm

mmammmvmmnu
N\"HJAI Dﬂlll!m
comedy from m-wmm-
mmwwmammm
normal. Nothing new: see Welis's “The New Accelerator”.
CT] » Just when you thought Holywood had rn out of
things to remake, Gus Van Sant (To Die For and Good
1o execute a shot-for-shot

Yes, afterhis yearin Kubrick Hell shooting (andreshooting
and Eyes Wids Shut, Tom Cruise s o
fetum to the franchise which he, concidentally, owns

wil grow himself a penci tache
gud amaur oy Marel Comes o e, Fuy g
is, where DC have had nothing but financial success with
their move adaptaions (Superman and Batman being the
obvious examples), Marvel have always had a rough rcs.
Anyone remember The Increcible Hulk? My point exacly.
WAl

Coming ON TV ... Earth Scum, from ABC, features
Full Monty actor Mark Addy In the lead role and s an sf
comedy about an alien / human couple on another planet;
it's from the team that brought you 3rd Rock From the Sun.
[CT] + And speaking of which, actor Phil Hartman was
allegedy killed by his wife on 28 May, in an apparent
murder/suicide. This led to the refiming of the final
episode of the current series of 3rd Aock, @ two-parter
which was to be concluded in the next series; the original
part 1 was broadcast, but NBC decided to redo the whole
thing rather than work around the loss of Hariman. [CT]
+ Vic Reeves & Bob Mortimer are to drive their Renault
Clo into their frst acting roles as they galantly fil a
much-

Deceased. Eranu! [JA] u-qms:fm

Paramount - described as “ER in space”, it's set on a

‘spacegoing hospital and portrays the lives of an élite team

of medics (called - oh dear - ‘mednauts”) “dedicated fo

serving human and aflen species”. Wonder if James

White has anything fo say about it? [CT] - Steven
Invasion

US transmission in early June on the Wamer Bros
Network. s about a part-aiien 17-year-oid boy who is
(yawn) the onfy one who can save America (as usual one.
s templed 1o ask, "Why?). Voice actors include Leonard
Nimoy. [CT] » A fourth season of Star Trek: Voyager has
been approved by Paramount. [CT] + ABC has commis-
sioned R. L. Stine - best known for the ‘Goosebumps’ YA

homor phenomenon - o create an adult homor series
called R L. Stine’s Night Terrors,

-MATRIX:

WHEN A HOBBY tumns into a job - even if unpaid
- there’s a danger of losing the enthusiasm that
got you interested in the first place. I used to read
books purely for pleasure; now it's a duty, and the
mountainous quantity of crap that’s published
starts to affect even the most fervent reader. I used
to be able to ignore it (I certainly didn’t buy it), but
now I can’t.

How did something as badly written as John
Cramer’s Einstein's Bridge get past Avon’s editors?
(We're into “As you know, Professor .. teritory
here) How did ing as execrable as Harry
Turteldove's A World of Difference get published?
In this altenative history, which reads like a
ghastly nostalgic lament for the Cold War and is
written with all the social awareness and sensi-
tivity of the bastard child of Ronald Reagan and
David Starkey, Mars is replaced by the Earthlike
planet Minerva. Twin USSR / US missions are sent
to contact the aliens, and before you can say “Bay
of Pigs” those pesky Russkis are selling Kalash-
nikovs to the natives and starting a war (but not
before one of them gets into a fix and is selflessly
rescued by the upstanding, God-fearing and ter-
‘minally heroic Yanks).

There are women in this book, but you might
not recognise them if you've ever met the real
thing. Their contributions to the novel are mostly
sexual encounters. They're sassy, they simper,
their only motivation appears to be hormones. One
tries to bugger up the mission by seducing male
members, one - the doctor, the clichéd life-nur-
turing réle - gets all motherly towards the aliens.

And the aliens . . . the females die before they
getold, in childbirth; in fact they're children them-
selves (and are portrayed exactly as such) whose
only function is to breed the next generation. This
is extremely nasty. Not to mention brutish, though
unfortunately not short.

Perhaps it's a satire. But it doesn't read like one.
You end up hoping you never get trapped in a lft
with Turtledove; it would probably be better than
being stuck with Jerry Pournelle, but not by much.

Books like this make me want to give up on sf.
Almost. But then along come novels like John
Kessel’s Corrupting Dr Nice, Michael Swanwick's
Jack Faust and Greg Egan'’s Distress  to pick three
recent, and very different, examples of speculative
fiction at its best - and | remember: there are
authors writing adult books, for adult audiences.

And it's no just a matter of taste. One can pro-
perly expect a writer to show some awareness of
irony, of the cultural zeitgeist. And before you
start writing about aliens, try understanding

— Chris Terran

Many thanks to
John Ashbrook, John Bark, Stephen Baxter, Eiizabeth &
Paul Bilinger,

[CT] - Seven Days is “2n intense tme-ravel drama’ from
Paramount in which 2 CIA cast-offis chosen 1o travel back
in time 1o prevent the assassination of the president and
vice-president of the US: he has seven days in which to do

Tony Suton, Byan Tabot, and Mertin Tk,

as61 6ne /il E]



—recent & forthcoming books
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Simon R. Green Deathstalker Honour (Vista: 0\!)«.!\ £5.99pb, ﬁﬁw)—Soulufamasy
space opera. fouth

n 2063 P rately,
time of Jesus Chist, a pair
nod, 1o our own
bumbling Dr Owen Vanrice, super-rich young scion, scientst manque and owner of pet a
mmgmxnmmm ‘Owen fas for Gen, and Gen, despite her best (or
for him. St

written with cheekily cheerhul awfuiness. Good fun.

@John Kessel Comupting Dr Nce (Gollancz: @ 16 Juk: £16.99 hb, 2860p) — | was tefing a
friend about Dark City. “Think fores fims| said, “dark mean streets. homburgs, risp 2nd
wity dialogue. femmes atales, plots to die for. Dark City has none of them. Wed, apart from
the homburgs. And the rain. " All style and no substance, the film reminded me of nothing so
much as a routine Dr Who story, with its daft aliens, Mﬂalogm plot holes you could drive

terror of its premise

ofrealfy-alterng technology (see Le Guin's The Lathe of Heaven or any number of Dick

Dooks for infnitely beter reatments). It was just an excuse for second-ate special FX
But that's why | don' review fims: | see 5o few that | suspect [ve ost the ablty to ‘read

them correcty, to'parse the text of a fim, as it were. See Dave Roberts's eview elsewhere

ths issue for @ more refable opnion
Shorty after . read John Kessel's novel. It uch o for-
ties fims, though romantic comedies ather than fim nofr t has none of the omissions of Dark

City. and s the most exuberant, enertaining and enjoyable book Ve read this year.

{called Wima, natch), e
gugam»nn. Jesusis
hosting a chat show in 2063 wmumms«vmsmmummm
Then i starts getting compicats

Sooeﬂﬂy?\vwlar\dlmm'mmm'wy! wih wity, racking dzlogue and a
plot that grabs you round ihe throat and won't et go, there's aso a distincty vicious

from (and only gains:

understatement); ke all True Comedy, there's a serious and dark edge which never
overvheins, onyunderins. The bokis dedeated o varous i drectrs (Suges,
Capea, Hmandwidev be fimed: Jlmmy

mits

iven as. t
conman August m e they fim 1, read the book - s the mrs choice ths issue,
and s very highly recommended.

(Greg Bear Eon (Vista: 23 Ju (R 1985); £5.99 pb, 503pp) — Hard . st book n the ‘Stone’
seris (others are Eternity and Legacy). A hollow asteroid enters Earh orbt and the ast
chamber is discovered 10 go on forever .. >~ Feb 87

Orion

Incluing Milenium, Phoerix. Weidenleld, Dent Everyman, Do~ QORION

John Barnes Orbital Resonance (@ 4 May (R 1991); £5.99 pb, 214pp) —
of Bames's third novel, a young-acut ! adventure about the coming of age of 2 young g on a
space station orbiting a devastated Earth. JB hadn quite found his voice in 1991, and i’s too
similar 10 vanous Heinlein works, Haideman's Worlds' trilogy and numerous other menarchical
s! novels - but is still well worth reading.

7 John Barnes Kaieidoscope Century (4 May: £5.99 pb. 252pp) — Horriying sf. Bames's best
novel (which is sayng something), and highly recommended > Sep 35
“Ric Alexander’ (ed ) Cyber-Klers (& May. £5.99 po, 540pp) — Firstate sfanth. Ric
Nexander

readers whofke The Same As Before. Bt f you'te nappyw.mst spsaiatvetin rad

this honed,lush, tragedy. Very highly

ummmmmmwwmmmm £11991, asvpp.mpp

appendoss) — Fantasy, the sixth ‘Renshal

TmyGoodkmd runpnmwmue.nm £11.991p, 528pp) — Fantasy, fourth in the

“Sword of Truth' sequence. >

mmwamm(mwm © Jun €169 b, CZSOW]-
window.

. langvmmxvmcmm(oa» zssspo Mbp)—Ne-sinwd
from the author more info.
*Eng!gmnas;m(su £6.99 pb, Slopdlwyossary re!em;—s\m
st and wih Jack Faust (see above) ane of Last year's best books. From the
mmn!wbegw-ng - 0 whicha persan i o' nsde a supercompute 1 plays hos o
ank

¢ is a pseudonym of prolfic anthologist Peter Haining. > Sep 97 one section of humanity on Earth, to the

ichards Star Treks in £5.99 pb, 180pp) — Reveals the obat
mgmdlmsmnmqmmmammmumes.mmmm (waueamw»gsumas inthe New Legends anth.) the possiiities for inteligent
done, | can say. rom this ‘Afine cover (designer uncredited) graces tis fine book, which

auttor? Tryour FREE SAMPLES and e for yoursel
“Inthe Star Trek [sic movies Luke Skywakker i diven 10 act out his destiny as 2 Jedi
knight In Azimov's [sc] Foundation Triogy the predictions of a single man dictae the ate
ofthe galaxy.”(The book s fitered withthis kind o thing.)

g y Princpl
things that they are observing.” (No it doesn't. Now, hold on to your eyebrows:)
“Like any greal work o ar o terature the Star Trek universe has an integriy and
esonance alts own unrivalled by any other kind of science ficton, whether movie,
television show or novel.”
Star Trek “uterly supersedes,
come before "

This from a d

y, £16.99 hb,

7 'Ann Halam' CiyuvmmeDaMOMay mmn z:wspn ciww)—mmiamsgmsl

story from Halam (who is Gwyneth Jones|

whwdylmnmd)’vﬂ
 Tricia Sullivan Dreaming In Smoke (@ 6 Jul: £16.99 hb, £9.99 p, 290pp) — S, follow-up
10the splendid Someane to Walch Over Me; delayed from Apri. Induced dreaming s an
First, the A

live and work. When a dreamer goes berserk the Al itsel starls to go haywire and
‘suspicions arise that a virus has entered the machine via a dreaming port. But s it
inorganic or an alien feform?
Elizabeth Pewsey The Walled City. (0 .M El 50 pb, c192pp) —
The Talking Head and The Dewstane

e Forrest J. Ackerman (ed.) Film Futures (o Jul; £14.99tp, c600pp i) — Arth of sf
stories tumed into movies; foreword by Ridley Scott, Contents include Bradbury's ‘Farewell
1o the Master" (fimed as The Day the Earth Stood Stil), Clarke's “The Sentinel” (2001),
Dick's “We Can Remember I For You Wholesale" (Total Recall, George Langelaan's “The
Fi. Zelany's Damntion Ale’ Lovetalts Re-Animato” and many ofhers

YA fantasy, sequel to

|7|heemwynm and gets trapped.

Archer Predator: Cold War (@ 8 Jun; £4.99 pb, 265pp)
*WSmIdJmlelﬁJm £5.99 pb, 325pp) — One of the best sf novels
published last year, areteling of the Faust egend i sinal mode. “There is o God.” s2ys

to Faust,

John & Tr g: £6.99 pb)

Alan Baker True Lite Encounters UFosmngmuq 699 )

John & Anne Spencer True Life Encountes: Powers of the Mind (@ Aug: €399 p,
€320pp)

John & Anne Spencer True Life Encounters: Mysteries and Magic (@ Aug. £9.93 1.
¢320pp) — More Sc-Fi Channel fie-in books on Yrue-file tales of the unexplained”

the ages 16th century With echoes of Hitler George Perry Steven Spielberg: Close Up (@ Aug: £9.99 1p, c144pp il ) — Anecdotal
mrm" ind Crowley, Faust foreplay; biography, with al the Variey reviews of his fims.

y uaepen—ussuyss
mmmmmwﬁemm" o the spur, and Aug; novels.
and poeticaly - > Mar 97
Wsmsmwmmmmumumma H. G. Wells The Complete Short Stories (Dent: Aug; £25.00 hb, c704pp) — Edited by John
“- ~,. y nms y FE Aug: £3.50 pb, c112pp) — First of the second series of

pb = paperback; hb = hardback §
il = lustrated; ed. = edited; R (x)

de (lrge format) paperback; pp = extent
reissue reprint (frst publication date)

> x= teview in Vector #udate; GN = Graphic Novel; ab = Audiobook; YA = Young Adult
coll = story colecion (same author); anth. = anthology (diferent authors)

7 = Highlight <& = Editor's choice ) = First UK edition
Trel e dtes with cautn. Al unquoted mmams by Chris Terran

— Thanks to Mmaeu Cross for his index:http: //w .;cm denon. co.uk/topbsfa.ta —

‘Web' YA sf books, based on a worldwide virtal reaity netwark, and SB's second; it
continues the adventures of Metaphor from Gullverzone.

7 Ken MacLeod Cydonia (@ Aug: £3.50 pb, ¢112pp) — MacL eod'sfirstcontribution to the
“Web YA st senes. “Links and Weaver are game zone rivals, but when the poiice start
showing an interest in the Cydonia conspiracy site” - that's the ‘Face on Mars'thing, | hink
~ "they have to join forces. Realworld conspiracies are no fun.”

‘Tom Standage The Victorian Internet (Weidenfeld: @ Aug; £12.99 hb, c160pp) —
Non-ficton, the story ofthe telegraph and the 19th century’s online pioneers".
John Gribbin Aimost Evefymms (Guide fo Science (Weidenfeld: @ Aug; £18.99

voume”, apparenly:oh yeah?
Ellette Abécassis The Quman Mystery (@ Sep; £16.99 hb. £9.99 tp, 288pp) — Much
delayed thriler about the death of Christ and the disappearance of a Dead Sea scroll
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Inciuing Litte, Brown, Warmer. Legend

L. E. Modesitt Jr The Parafaih War (@ Jun; £5.99 pb, c432pp) — St novel from the author
ofthe Recluce’ lam:svsenes aswzuwam “examines the nature ofthe secular and
sacred against d of
Hilary Bailey ter o Cabaret 10 Jun £15.99 hb, c320pp) — Associtional (HB edted New
Woridsfor awhil) continuaton of th ife o Sally Bowies. as old i Isherwood's Goodbye to
Berli and, perhaps more famously, i the superb fim Cabaret

FeK. J. Parker Colours in the Steel (€@ Jun; £9.99 tp, ¢320pp) — Debut fantasy from a new
Brlish witer who lves in the West Counry, vol. 1 ofthe Fencer'trogy. i Perimadeiz. they
seftle court cases differently. lawyers dispute with swords not words, and eam their fees with
their own blood ™ This is the story of one fencer-at-iaw, who becomes the focus of a misplaced

ofarich

‘sion. | was reminded of John Brunner, nmmuswwmhmwmmdw-

there's ‘smilar mix of action and
socil/ T doeari QoAas
a novel butis nonetheless Bear says:

sleinthe 1940s: 1

and
bady wiong- Seross gripe: e cover s — | suspect . Jm Bums s incredted. > 195
*onurdmmmsmmm £6.99 pb, 0540pp) — Fantasy nove from the author ofan s
seres,the Seafort Saga'. An exled prince res o feckaim his throne; he needs alies, and o
ule he must command the St the ancient Power of Caledon”. Having a sl was ever a good
way fo win frends.
L. E. Modesit, Jr The Chaos Baiance (@ Jul; £6.99 po) — Another Recluce’ fantasy novel
Terry Brooks Aunning With the Demon (Ju; £5.99 pb) — First i new fantasy series
HcTad Willams Otheriand: Aiver of Blue Fire (@ 2 Jul; £16.99 hb, 634pp) — Volume two of the
‘Otherand viruakrealy f seris.
Gregory Benford Foundation's Fear (ui; £6.99 pb) — Firtof the spin-offs fom Asimov's
“Foundation’ seres. The second is:

i e T ks 0 4 19950 250) (TGl :£16.99 o)
|msmnx;mun;mmmmwwm B-nﬂm's 2n esolenc *mmmgﬂ.%"ﬂg:f_w&.mmn;ﬁ
psychoogst and Stom's
Kate Eliott Prince of Dogs (@ 4 Jun; £16.39 b, WWW]—FM *m“m:"s ' Roach (@ Aug. 179919 .
secd une o Goml S s Elictfves viogy ) -
with her hustend, tree chidvren and wo. D i Gy Sesn A 580> 03

7 Greg Bear Siant (4 Jun: Eﬁww.ﬁﬂw)—olaﬂnm(myhmzsswmm

the Emiy

fot. “Tell all the truth / but tef it slant” for
nove, a sequel to Queen of A Therapied.

*smmcmasaauTm 8904~ — The third and final Book of Genesys,
f disguised as fantasy. Recommended. >

stabity bt p pl, poice- 6599 )
woman ary Croy th AL,  sex sl anda The Knighes Vengo the dark
ovoed it n et conspkacy Olivr Johnson Natons of he Night (@ Aug; .99 pb) — Second volume in the Light-
‘ | 6.9 pb) — o
Thers's much nantech and talky discusson of sexal s, 0 afaiy e e
Sharon Green Challrges (8 Apr. §5 99 po 378gp) — Fantasy,book vee f The Bendng

e

Chelsea Quinn Yarbro The Angry Angel (11 Mar:$23.00 hb, 353pp) — Dark fantasy, frst

series. SG wites S&M, 42 John Norman, wherein women are whipped so they know who's
boss - i that's your bag, you know where o go

lan Douglas Semper Mars (8 Apr, $5.99 pb, 376pp) — Miltary adventure s, frt volume of
“The Hertage Triogy. In 2040 the rins of 2 Martan oty disclose evidence of ‘an altemate

book o he ‘Sisers of the Nigh triogy, teling the story of he beautiul madbrdes o Dracula.  andwas” E,.“.usum;"' Mars To protect, Y.
Eric S. Nylund Sgnal 1o Noise (8 Apr, $23.00 ho. 371pp) — First s novelfrom the author of Amescan civians and interests”
the fantasies Diy Water, A Game of Universe and Pawn's Dream, Biled s 2 hyperpunk Sarah B. Fanklin Daughtr f Troy (8 Ar $13001p.3 Js?p.zowms gossary) —
human, and in the next ion ety o~ oA
bridzation’ of ey tml.nunuy Wysuwnu st
there -"ata " Phew, Setin y

deeper
2070, academic research is conducted over a VR network; Jack Pﬂmﬁ a

.muzxmlmmm

‘which point the way to FTL ut this gets buried

novel, as Jack becomes embrolled in acaasmc cansmuaes and overment ps 15 as-
paced and has but you ¢

Sheri S. Tepper The Family Tree (8 Apr. $6.99 ph 480pp4|| pp traller) — Tepper's Clavke»
nominated sf novel. The trailer is an extract from her forthcoming Six Moon Dance. > 198
JahnCmmEmems&nge(aw $3.99 pb, 310pp) — Hard st from the author of Twistor

suph-‘ Lo Gl (s May; $6.99 pb, 385pp) — Ahurian fantasy, book 5 of the
Pendragon Cycle'

.. DU Day ofCan (5 y; $3.93p, 353pp)— P o i povert -l nove,
setin Auschwitz. Hghly recommended; you won' spend a bettr £299 tis year, > 195

¢ ColinGreeian kit af Py § Vay: 5.9 5 70pp) 1.l voum  he
Tabiha Jute'rogy. See also Voyager, but colectors note: this i he first edifion

(1989). It's 2004, searching for mm Scott Ciencin Night of Glory (6 May; $5.99 pb, 246pp) — Vol. 3 of the ‘Elven Ways'trlogy.
alens, enizens of Jane Routley Fire Angels (5 Jun; $13.00 tp, 436pp) — Romantic fantasy. sequumu-g.
m-mmmmmmalml»ﬁwms the other is benevolent vnmne Mm,m
saved. can the friendly 3
the novel? Well, it's cheap. nmmammmmsaysmnmsnuwsmw rope: “after of Mage Heart
include an pb! xplaned 3l ¥ 2 healer.
went But you can see i on the Web never knew, qus
at http: //www. AvonBooks. com/Eos/E1 g¢) > 196 demons”
Douglas Preston Reiquary (Bantam: 11 Jun; £5 99 pb, 503pp) — Technoihriler / dark
fantasy, sequel to Relic. Two mutiated skeletons are discovered off Manhattan Island, and
Corg/ there's something horrbly disturbing about
*AMIMMFMM&CNW(W © 11 Jun; £15.99 hb) — 1998 is the 30th
conal anniversary of McCaffrey's first book, and this is the third ‘Catteni sf novel.

Inclucing Bantam, Doubleday

Anne McCaffrey The Master Harper of Pern (Bantam: @ 11 Jun; £9.99 \p) — Romantic sf,

K. W Jeter Star Wars: The Bounty Hunler Wars Book 1: The Mandalorian Armor (Bantam: @ g story of Pes greatestharper”.
11 un, 5.9 g 387pp + alers) How are the mighy . You carbme Jle~we 5 Frank Parkin Kippendars T (Banan: ©.9.u;£6.99 ) — Back comedy s, dbu
all have to make a ving - bul the spin-offworlds gain s our loss iy ales of an
Dance of the Voodoo ¥. © 11 Jun; £16.98 ho) — Amazon ¥ibe siar coming e,
Henry Doors (nudge nudge) is the workd'srchest man. and runs Necrosoft (wink wink - same wmsﬁ,m,ms ron Fist (Bantam: @ 9.Ju; £5.99 )
wmsalnmhue!dﬁs)m:lwmuﬂsmm butin return for your soul wil Ve YOU 4 Terry Pratchett Wyrd Sisters: The lustrated Screenpiay (@ 13 Aug; msm,mwa,_
Necronet. Bily Bares has st
gwtyuﬂawmsw«muyameysaswumhsmhshudThms St et ety e emnly
prtablyasory the p ) Dlandlmm December
» John Sau The Prsence (Bartan: 13 Aug; 5599 pb) —
Robert Rankin The Srentford Chainsaw Massacre (11 Jun. ES”pb) St comedy, in which Gemmell (Bantam - tantasy
Jesus s cloned from blood on the Turin Shvoud. Sx times Aowld N m?swnss_m) ,,,f,,“
one. Meanwhie in Brentiord, they re halding years sarly Dave Duncan Future Indefine (10 Sep; €5 99 pb) — Fantasy. > 199

avoid the rush

Timothy Zahn Star Wars: Specter of the Past (Bantam 10 Sep £5.99 pb)




Including HarperCollins. Flamingo. Fontana

Andy Meisler | Want to Believe: The Official Guide fo The X-Files (@ May (?), £10.99 tp, 302pp
ill) — Guide to the fourth series (and two episodes from the fifh),

Philip K. Dick The Father Thing (5 May: £7.99 pb) — Third volume of Dick's collected short
stories >4

Nike Jefteries The Siege of Candlebane Hal (@ 6 Jul; £5.99 pb, 325pp) — Fantasy in the
“Loremasters of Elundium’series. MJ lives in Norfok, and n 1980 rode for Bitain in the
Belgian Three Day event - how about hat?

Katherine Kerr The Red Wyvern (20 Jul; £6.99 pb, 393pp + 9pp appencdices) —
Book One of ‘The Dragon Mage' and set n her fantasyland of Deverry.

Dale Brown Fatal Terrain (HarperCollins: Aug; £6.99 pb, c624pp) — Near-future
technathriler, in which Taiwan declares ts independence from China and war threatens in
the Pacifc

Alex Kershaw Jack London: A Lit (HarperColins: Ju; £8.99 pb, c368pp) — Biography.

Fantasy.

r 90
Alison Spoddmg Cloud Over Water 18 May (R 1988); £5.99 pb, 348pp) —
the Bolivian-esident fantasist's 'A Walk n the Dark trilogy, reteling the story of Alexander \he
Great in fantastic mode.
Mercedes Lackey Four and Twenly Blackbirds (@ 18 May; £5.99 pb, 423pp) — Mystery |
fantasy, sequel to The Eagle and the Nightingales. ML lives near Tulsa (four and memy hunrs
away?) and from the Writers' Guide fo Ineresting Jobs has chosen waitress, security
telephone surveyor, ariist's model and computer programmer. She ar\d husband Larry Dlxun are
both supporters of various birdife
1o live in the wid
Christie Dickason Quicksilver (HarperColins: @ Jun; £16.99 hb) —
17th century Holland.
Elizabeth Massie Millennium #4: The Wild and the Innocent (HarperCollins: @ Jun: £5.99 pb)
— Isnt that one of those dreadful US soaps?
Raymond E. Feist Rage of a Demon King (1 Jun; £6.99 pb, 642pp) —
“Serpentwar Saga’ > 195 The fourth and final volume is:

FRaymond E. Feist Shards of a Broken Crown (@ 1 Jun; £16.99 hb)
Kevin J. Anderson Resurrection inc. (@ 15 Jun; £5.99 pb) — The tie-in specialist turns to real
f with this technothiller about a company which finds a way to raise the dead and use them as.

rouble staris when they start jobs: "riots, Satanic cults and
threats of poltical melidown reach fever pitch i this irtrate science thriler”.
Wayne G. Hammond & Christina Scull J. R. R. Tolkien: Artst and llustrator (HarperColins: @
15 Jun; £16.99 tp, 208pp . indexed, bibliography) — 200 ilustratons from JRRT's sketch-
books, covers, caligraphy. maps, and many a
distinclly Japanese feel. There s also a selection of hand-made Chrisimas cards sent to his
children, including the envelope of one to John Francis Reuel in 1924 .. which reveals he was
then living just up the road from where | wite, in Leeds. The book is wel-produced and

sourced. A book of also avallable, at £5.99.

David erlddl Neverness (15 Jun (R 1988); £6.99 pb) — Zindells first novel, a metaphysical
‘space opera kicking off the ‘Requiem for Homo Sapiens' series. > Jun 89 The final volume is:

e David Zindell War In Heaven (@ 15 Jun; £11.99 tp, 618pp) — . .. which follows the story of
Malory Ringess's son as e ries 1o preven an apocalyplic war.

FcMichael Marshall Smith One of Us (HarperCollins: @ Jul; £14.99 hb, c368pp) — New sf novel,
delayed from May, from the author of Only Forward and Spares I's being marketed s fis
breakout novel and is described as *a sassy, near-tuture satiical take on a corporate America
outof control and loving it Hap Thompson has a nighitjob: creaming other people’s creas.

But he can make more money caretaking memories, and one such job, after hs client's disapp-
‘earance, leads him to something which threatens to rewrite not just his life, but all of history
Michael Marshall Smith Only Forward (HarperCollins: Jul; £6.99 pb, ¢320pp) — Reissue of
MMS’s debut novel.

J.R.R. Tolkien The Silmarilion (Jul; £8.99 ab, 2xMC)

Werewolt fantasy setin

Epic artasy, third i the

— Part 3 f the unabridged reading by
arin Shaw,
7 Elizabeth Hand The X-Files (@ Jul (7); £16.99 hb, c256pp) — ‘Adult novelisation ofth spinolt
move.

Chris Carter The X-Files (@ Jul (7): £5.99 pb, c274pp) — YA noveiiation o the movie
Chris Carter The X-Files Movie Scrapbook (@ Jul (7}, £399 pb, c32pp) — The story of e
movie n pictures, for the hard of thinking
Jody Duncan The Making of The X-Files Movie (@ Jul (2) £9.99 b, ¢160pp) — I'm getting
bored aready.
Jody Duncan The Making of The X-Files Movi (@ Jul (2
version of - yawn - the movie gidebook

) The Black Box © Ju; £8.99 tp, c204pp) —
Tasteles but fascinatng,tis a collection o ranscriptions from cockpt voice-recorder tapes of
air accidents. In my bathroom (nere's what editors read in the loo there's a tp ofidentical ttle, by
the same author, but published by Granada in 1984 - HC's claim that it's a “paperback original”
seems alittle suspect.
Quentin Thomas Ascension (@ 6 Jul; £12.99 hb; £8.99 ab, 2:MC) —
ead by Gillan Anderson
Doris Lessing Waking n the Shade (HarperColins: Jul: £8.99 pb, c400pp) —
of her autobiography.
Fay Weldon A Hard Time to be a Father (HarperColins: @ Jul; £12.99 hb, c264pp) —
coll., with some of sf interest.
Rob DeSalle & David Lindley The Science of Jurassic Park and The Lost World (HarperCalins
;8.9 b, 256pp) —Subited How o Bl a Dinosaur

): £399 pb, ¢112pp) — The YA

X-Files tie-in. The ab is
Second volume

Sory

Stephen Baxter n Liverpool at tis year's Eastercon. Photo Chrs Terran

e Stephen Baxter 3 Aug; £16.99 hb, 536pp) — N Inour
world Apollo 18 never gotto the moon (ine programme was abandoned prematurely with
Apolio 17,in 1972}, but in a gentle change fo history Baxter posits it did, and brought back
some strange moonrock which languished in storage. Thity years later an embittered
American researcher brings it o Ecinburgh, and a few grains end up on the top of Arthur's
Seat (the extinct volcano just otside the city). Meanwhile the intenafional space station
limps along, the world s ready for millennial changes, and Venus has exploded.

Its & book of two halves. The first s a disaster novel in which Edinburgh s
(spectacular destroyed, and the d begins tc
through the world. The second is another retread Apollo job, as an emergency lunar
mission is mounted: though for sighty ity plotreasons. And afer the problematic ending of
Titan, this unfortunately his something wrong at the other end: a prologue deflaingly
reveals that it ll tuns out OK in the

Hoonseed i e sure of hebane,  vaguly-cau i ofsing teor and
nanlech hich feeds’ y be

ion of apossm\e ial orig answered, mwgnn seems

\nmahle} The de: m the plo,
coincidence; and | wasn't i lanation of wh
destroyed everything in the solar system long ago. But the disaster-novel part of the book
warks splencidy, partly because SB never loses sight of small-scale sufferings, and his
compassion for th ‘it people’of the world - am) His respect for their everyday and
unthanked heroism - never fais. Recommende
Poppy Z. Brite The Crow: The Lazarus Heart (o 3 Aug; £5.99 pb) —
fim and forthcoming tv series.

e Philip K. Dick Ubik (3 Aug (R 1969); £5.99 pb) — Reissue of one of his finest (and funniest

Ionk atthe chapter heacings) realfy-bending novels. Shameuly, never reviewed by

Tie-in to the comic,

Richard West The Lie and Stange f Daiel Jul
£6.99 pb, c448pp, i) — Biography.
Eric Lustader Dagonson i So of Night 6 6l £5.99p) — Eic el farasy

& Colin Greenland Mother o Plenty (@ 6 Ju; £5.99 pb, 451pp] — Third and final Tabitha Jute
novel, not getting a hardback edition, boo hiss. Note the Avon edition is the world first

#David & Leigh Eddings The Alvan Cadex (6 Jul; £19.99 b, i) — Sourcebook for The
Belgariad and sequels (and written before), this is “definitely the final book in the series” and
contains 100 llstraions by GeoflTaylor, 16 maps, and *te seminal texts on which [DBLE] buit
their worldwide bestselling masterpiece”.
David & Leigh Eddings Polgara the Sorceress 6 Jul; £7.99 pb, 807pp) — The ‘companion
novel to Belgarath the Sorceror. > 199

very highly
vt Overs oo (O 17Aug, €355 pb)  Fistieln.
cSamuelR. Delany They Fly at Giron (@ 17 Aug; £5.99 pb) — First UK publication for

7k Barbara Nammy Dragonsbane (17 Aug (R 1986); £5.99 pb) — A "REVISIONIST FANTASY,"
says the Fantasy Encyciopedia a reissue of“al once her funniest book and her saddest”
Andalso negected by Vector
J.R.R. Tolkien The Simarilion (Aug; £8.99 ab, 2xMC) —
by Martn Shaw.
duen ey Perseus Spur (Aug; £9.99 1p, c320pp) —
Worlds' >

Part 4 o the unabridged reading

St, book one of ‘The Rampart
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Ben Bova Moonwar (NEL: 28 Apr. £6.99 pb, 531pp) —
ofthe Moonbase Saga' and sequelto
Sheridan Le Fanu Carmila (Sarob Press: 8 May: £13.00 hb, 83pp, ISBN 1-902308-00-6) —

Near future adventure sf, ‘Book Two

rom a new
o stories. Carmilla,

1871/2in The Dark Blue,
r's Dracula.

01300 copis, aveabl post 10 1ayal o Sar Press’ om Sarch Prss
-&mm 41 Forest View, Mountain Ash, Md Giamorgan, CF45 3DU. Tek: 01443

s B 34.99; 3 videos, 58

Jonathan Cape
Paper Ti
o g &

*nmmom«ua,esrys vmammmma.smym © 16 £17%9
hb, 308pp) — HaS

in July the

US-bom. Morwood. I’ el The Book
‘of Night With Moon, i
forces of world, by saving

darkness.
Assassi” Goodun, ousy e
Jk Jeanette Winterson mz&wwmmmw © Jul; £14.93 hb, c192pp)
— Herfirst col. There'
s made of coal, and ofher strangenesses.
Marie Darrieussecq Pig Tales (Faber: Jul: £6.99 pb, ¢144pp) — French darkly comic

W
mins each) — Three X-Files ! New Age cashn
Sacred Places and u)su: mwmms&,mm
presented, but
n-c-,.nuwsﬁu Jun; £6.99 pb, c3360p)
Jane Weich Theuﬂmnlmﬁmm 0 msp 44300) —

The Bookof

Triogy. nmmm:ﬂu O Ag: mmp ml]—}h notthe
 ghast DJ. bt a bography of the dector of Fankensiein.

* ‘Space 1.Jun; £12.99 2b, 50 25m)
Into Space: (BBC: 1 Jun: £12.99 20, 7h 25m)
Into Space: The (BBC: 1 8n)—
Digtally
“imited in this

context usually means tens of housands). Also avalable as a box set for £35
David A. Mcintee Dr Who: Mission Impractical (BBC: @ 1 Jun; £4.99 pb, 280pp) — The
slhuuuu

smd&uAmmwmmrom.nmm.ml)—wuu
'mathematician John Nash, co-founder of Game Theory.
- The

i Jut

£12501p, c3B4pp )

*mmmawm €793 b, swp)—cmsmnma
jourmnalism and essays. Recommended, of course
Mike Ashley ( mmwmummm QU 5%
¢512pp) — *A comprehensive collection

Jlan Christie (ed ) Giliam on Gliam (Faber: © Jul (7); £17.99 ht, c208pp. i) — Notes on
the fims, stoyboards, Python and

Joseph McBride Steven Spieerg (Faber: Juf £12.99 tp, c528pp i) — The e and work of
the
Volker Engel & Rachel Aberly The Maing of Godzia (Titan: © 17 Jul £9.39 1p, c128pp.

Vandor Prime. They

hawmpudlmemwmemuy o interstellar war
Jonathan Bium & Kate Orman Dr Who: Seeing | (BBC: 0|J|m £4.99 pb. 279pp) —

)— nove, setfor
same day as his. " jsor on

NMWMGHMTNMM%MIM(%M © 25 Jul: £14.991p, ¢192pp

Previously )= Workshop encyclopedia” Kim Newman, lan Watson and Brian

Know why. word, et in the Warhammer universe.

h ! ing for her, the Doctor gets involved *mmmmsxvm(s«mnsaummwmwm) His first
implants, i "An FBI agen

inahel of Th . slowy bymmmdmmnnmappvmy spree kiling amvmmmm

ing adultfcion .
{Unknown] Dining on Babyion § (Boxtree: @ 19 Jun; £1499 tp il) —Yes,i's a Babyion 5
cookbook, with dishes ke Tulba Pod Salad and Tweebles. Trees died o his, you know.

Simon Messingham Or Who: Zeta Major (BBC: @ 6 Jul;£4.99 pb, 2820p) — In the v story
Panetof £, Doctor ot e i th mad scientstSorensen (o bow ey )

nglan

ty world xper

,Moﬂﬂdﬁ

The B %

Martin Day & Len Beech Another G, Another Planet Vigi: @ 20 Aug; €599 pb,

nti-matter P ron he

m-soquamummnoum NynnndTmnrmm(ulﬁephnnZWﬂywnmrns

c272pp) — First of the rlhwm ‘more menacing” ‘New Adventures' about Bernice
Summefied,spun of from
Ilh‘lm.i ('d’ shmspunln Dmctms (Rohlnuﬂ 0 Auq £6.99 pb, c432pp) —

Messingham has previously wrien fr Virgin'srange of (bl

Gary Russell Or Who: Placebo Effect(BBC: © 6 Jul; £4.99 pb, 279pp) — The eigth

Docrand San i Moevbrs Wad n 296, of o arguac Ompc Gmes
y andthe

parasiical Wirm. Russell aformer editr of Marvel’s Doctor Who magazine, wroe the.

‘novelisation of the 1996 Who film

J.R. R. Tolkien The Hobbit (BBC. 6 Jul; £16.99 ab, Shrs) — The 1968

Hanlet, King Yoo |nd the playwright himself

FOrhan Panuk The New Lie (Faber: Aug; £6.99 pb,ca04pp) — Litrary fantasy, °a heacon
colision between Crash and Siddartha, says the Literary Review.
Gus Van Sant Pink Faber: Aug; £6.99 pb, c272pp) — Fantasy rom the fim maker.
Anhony Grshon Te ool Cus o sher A 759 t, 25tpp)

& Vincent LoBrutto Stanly Kubrick Faber: © Aug 1495 1p, cé0gpp l) —

fe-eleased on s 20th aniversary and featurng Paul Daneman as Bilbo Baggins. Also
includes an artce from the producer and a map of Midde Earth

Stephen J. Sansweet The Star Wars Encycopedia (Virgn' @ 16 Juf: £30.00hb, c400pp
1)~ ot o, adrais ot an e S Wi, s ten)
and jvene spofer. v specils.cartoons, and o andon and

o £1593 1, c5120) —

Patrick McGligan Friz Lang: The Nature of the Beast(Faber: Aug: £1499 1p, c560pp i)

— “The truth befind the monster with the monocle” (and maker of Metropolis).

Julie Kaewert The Avengers (Titan: Aug, £4.99 pb, c240pp) — Movie novelisation. Plus

Dave Rogers TheAvmpm The Making of the Movie (Titan: Aug. £9.99 tp, c36pp L)

(Titan: Aug; £10.99 p, c176ppil)

7 Paul M. Sammon nncfmwuum ACmemncJumw(Tnm Aug; £1499tp, c320pp
i) al the ‘Alen

‘Scots, Welsh, Comish, Man and Breton).
7 Harry Turtledove How Few Remain (NEL: 16 Ju: £6.99 pb, 471pp + 2pp notes) —
il War. 1862 - Th

War

‘o the highly pr

Futue Noi: mmumm(wm
b, £16.9pb, aooppl

1869-1996 (Titan: Aug; £29 99

Iy the C. E. Ward Vengeful Ghosts (Sarob Press: Aug (7); £18.00 hb, ll, ISBN 1-802303-01-4) —
1881 - After peace, . ol MR
against her southem compatriots. I in 1862,
happened? The answer: World War ... Is even longer than it appears; the print i ‘and Schoars, one from i y
i Harry Turtiedove A Worid of Diference (Hodder & s«-wmmm nsssmansw) previously unpubished. e
("....is boring, Tums Paul Lowe. Limited ediion of 350 copies; add £2 P&P, other ordering detais as for the Le

m.mmmnm vmmermvamum-mmis
gty o

Fanu e
Tom Clancy Rainbow Six (Michael Joseph: @ Aug; £16.99 hb, 0496pp) — Technothriler
Simon Armitage Al Point North (Viing: @ Aug;£14.99 b, c288pp) — Humorous

Yorkshie ) memor

by
teams for aien war - especialy wdowths,
opposite sides.” s ful of the Cold Ancient ; @ Aug; £15.99 b, c352pp, i) — Non-ickion rom
o o ok y Niven Bz meaning. the co-authorof The
ney
atal) gender issues here, both human MMMMWFWSW{VMOSQ(IOWMHSW)—
,ﬂ;;:m";‘::l . nuvm;':ﬁ publication of MS's recently discovered children’ Introduction by Claire Tomalin

il senses| x 1 599 hb, —Neavuue
mmm“ﬂle mmsgsme(vimgos:ot‘ 99 <288pp) Myws

Scotiand, Iretand, Wales d&msdknera"

9661 6ne /! +
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James Lovegrove, nominated for his novel Days Just out rom Mi
i i i now s nve The oy Contrcu, e s voome Ui Limo i
ina projcted sixbook sres cald The Guardians' Lie Escardy
Gap' - his colizboraton with Peter Crowther — “my intertion is that
the ‘Guardians' books should be ‘entertainments’ and remain dis-
tinctfrom my ‘senious'fiction,” he says; The tone Im hoping 1 strke:
is hat o  cross between The Avengers and e X Fies” In Oct
‘ober Dolphin publish Computopia. his contribution to the second
senes of Web'young-adul ! books (Eric Brown wrote about the
senes in Matnx 127). His next ‘senious’ work is called The
Foregners which hel star ater Berserker the second Guardans
novel. And in 2000 there'l be a short-story collection and a reprint
of hus first novel. The Hope - “a kind of director's-cut version.” he
says. ‘wih several alterations and a brand-new chapter added.”

There's mare: Tve also go plan for a chiden's fantasy ogy
but that's s far down the line that | don't even want to think about it
yet. One book at a time. Lord, one book at a time.”

Pat Cadigan

Kim Newman looking typically rafish. Due for IS publication in ‘
‘autumnn is the third in the ‘Anno Dracula’ sequence, provisionally
titled Dracuz Cha Cha Cha: Anno Dracuia 1959, and next spring |
i sees Life's Lottery inthe UK. He's currently working with Eugene
| Bmm’m”’s‘wwawaeceﬂmmNrszm 1
War cycle to be called The Matter of Britan'. and in between Colin Greenland. immensely pleased with the Inferzone cover
witing can be found on various radio and Iv programmes, story taken from his new novel Mother of Penty.

L ‘especially since the ‘dumbing down’ of Radio 4" he says

Paul Kincaid




CHiLLY evening in May saw the density of sf writers in South Kensington increase drastically, as the annual Arthur C. Clarke Award
ceremony got under way in the Science Museum. Your reporter regretfully passed over the copious quantities of plonk and stuck to
orange juice, and as a result most of his holiday snaps came out unblurred and unshaken. Here's a selection

Photography and text: Chris Terran (with thanks to the victims)

John Meaney, whose first novel To Hold Infinity was launched at

Eastarcon John Clute and Christopher Priest. Chris's new novel is The Extremes, out in August from

Simon & Schuster. "Like most of my recent novels,” he told Matr,*The Extremes s not really
,noris it nots. I just my next book, when Im wing | don' think inlabels. v aways been
a bitwoolly on defntions " Asked f there was any connectio to his previous Clarke Award-
nominated novel The Prestige. he said It notn any sense a sequel .. | feel rstless after
T'vefinished a book and wan totry something new. | get bored going over famiar ground, even
i the old round was enjoyable to explore when iew. So The Extems srkes out iferenty. |
find it impossible to descrbe what s about, altvough there's sex and violence this ime.”

He's also signed to Eartlight, SS's new ! imprint, wha will be reissuing some o hs finest
rovel. ut il maor acqson's Th Dea Artiplg, olcion o soresrenatly
related o The d 1999, 've long The
Dream Archipelago published as one bwk, e said. *in Engish, anyway. (There have been
foreign complations, as wel as use ofthl le on uvelted books. E.g. the Dutch edition of
The Affrmation’s called De Droomarchipel. This 5ot ofthing is a headache to iblographers
butt's not my faul) 'm reworking the stories into  coherent sequence, with a fair amount of
new material”

Also outnext spring wil be a pir of omnibus volumes eissuing Chris's best-known sf
novels fom the 1970s: is Wells pastiche The Space Machine, the ‘Dream Archipelago'reated
A umam of Wessex, the emarkable Inverted World and Fugue for a Darkening Isiand, is fst

vt Wor n ctonlo being one o the great s novels of thelast thiy years, has one
of e paing s e g echnd wd of sixhundred and ity i’
dmir France, pt him in dinners there

for years.

Jeft Noon, winner for Virtin 1994

and Fools in 95

Colin Odell and Mitch Le Blanc, designers and makers of the BSFA Award trophies.

Molly Brown and Mark Plummer




LETTERS-TO

-MATRIX:

« The book sales charts caused some comment:

Terry Hunt (i5d)
Terry Hunt (1) | THE FURORE over the two Strship Troopers -
1998 ffm -

A USEFUL inclusion, part

sales o reacers. i may 10 b widly relsed
that many such charts (for example, that in The

will doubtess run and run. Having recently
teread the one the day afer walching the other,

done i
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- Gary Dalkin fes Gattaca 100, and has naScope | adva ingor arelaive |
ol Techricolor 19505 and fow, yeon | ficton-|
Gary Dalkin | makes them retro-futuristc. Gattaca - and ciear | the screen prospects. it goes on. there wilbe | far away - but because | don' think that s the
5 Lyctord Road, Bounemouth, Darset, BH 1 the news!. BSFA should be:
SFX. X pubishing. There are, I sure, several simar
INHS review in Matrix 131 | tink Dave M. o I y
Gattaca i may Uma ]
y wil soive the
siokes from Holywood, 50 overook inteligence | Thisis a etro-fuure 19505, presentin collecion Whie sf BSFA
soph v readers of the
Gattacais a geat
St vy god one s iy, forever | allof year, havingthe | shoud do But f one runs an eye over ts
T Memorandum & Articles of Association. the legal
European cinema than that ofthe American | a 1950s copy of Galaxy.
blockbuster evoking, f any past st movie atal. | pe Ny ytingedby a |1
the cool detachment of Truftau’s Fahrenheit However,this ot | House, oe finds allsrts o thngsha the
451, Perhaps this is why the im opened o nsnmayillvnswnnke 150 ntcas
.= new witers 10 hosing seminrs to pubishing
yetis a sel-outhtn France. the lmmwumlaulass mulinationals, e () | books But the fact
Gattacals a remarkabl fim, perhaps most | Cold War and the Mc A B that an activiy s specical listed or aluded to

s0inthe way tpays greal atenton f the tiny

q
ceva of Gattaca s the rﬁlusa! of one individual to

3
Dokl i |

in the Memorandum & Articles of Association

‘et oftruly science-ficional world-buiding, on. | enjoy | doesn' mean that s sometring the
and n he way tis depcton o a word s used smunu s faws, bt alsohas s ihe Widemess' mssbyDlwdTWnpsm 1" | organisation has to do; the actvties are listed
ich is and third, can get these for Pl ninetyfive | chiefly
- and] use e fem given the viewings. | ina cultfollowing, | postage. Is great. They get sent surface mail | permission 1o pursue them ifin future it wishes
Aryans witin | an years be ‘rediscovered and and  stagger my orders 5o that | have a box of | 10 0o 5o, and the Memorandum & Arices of
the Gattaca Corporation - ‘The Triumph of the | probable re-released. L books. sx so. If anyone i
Wil ‘scificlassic’ which was dismissed on release | enjoys adventure i y A Vector
for ime. Justlie Blade A h edior %
from the iniial eters ofthe four bases in DNA: | Aumeral over again. i plu-mwh oet BSFA
guanine, adenine, thiamn, cytosne. These let- | out for whatever Andnot gy e jrues of pubishing
poked y appear does next For m«-mm members’ novels. Uimaely. he departed, and
s g
y = - Octs and sods 1t should also be borme in mindthat the
by genetics. A Gatis 2 aiso a gate or channel, a Steve Jeffery (Id)| u-mnmnmmm-n
pant of entry. Given that the Gattaca Paul Haine's ot Lost ......m
Corporation is Vincents only means of entering | some response: | Maling, fie o thank Valerie
into s chosen caresr, the e becomes doubly 'Dave M. Roberts (Ibc) dong yless popuar.than t s now nge-n
ingenious. 'MNOT SURE | agr year, hardy any
“The floors ofthe house s g yst Weae | batch fims, .. now. sthas
Notonlyis our behalt aganst Royal Mail Customer 50 interpenetrated contemporary culure that st
his emblemaic of he DNA heix but, this being | days, epl Services for gery In
ic of how Vincent yfantasy tiogie consequence, | suggest. st no longer needs
‘Decomes’ Jerome. ngs i = of support system then envisaged in the
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One finyincident at a classical piano concert | » Sae Vector 200 for more musings on and fantasy. The firm might put 9 ps for aspiring wiers,
ot only serves to show how diferent this fulure | wookiebooks. | but they other peopl ready,
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in perceptions and assumptions of Vincent and 30 Sloan Street, Ecinburgh, EH 8RQ whld\ ey publish themselves, and are even
Irene. The pianist has an extra finger on each | |HAVE o respond fo Paul Haine's Brainless in | renowned n the trade for seling books i fine Thisis of course to sidestep completely the
hana. Vincent assumes tis proves thatitis stil | Hollwood'.Is he being unfair? Possiby. | used | condition. Berram Rolais notan sf/fantasy | question of what the BSFA should do - thatis,

possib Bil Warren (a ka. The Beas! | specialst wha fs core activites oughtto be. But | do not
deformity. Then rene el him thatth pieces | of Beechwood), Through Bl | got a fairidea of Lasty, witing 0 you i ing a b-
The possibity
scene s that economical. But we, alongwith | movie. Even and
Jerome, realse that the pianistis sobecause | brainless mmwmmwnmmn members'fees.
i andsince ~nothing. | | Andinow I going fo overturm my opening
aswel remark that i y
as those for at- 40 years of the BSFA by saying' 1o check
‘ musc Doesnt y prefu
butthose before You | Does no one care? Or s letter cok James
selt In other g = Lecky dencuncing a respondent to the BSFA
y words, ¥ 3
developed - though grey = Roger Robinson | was pubishing people's irst fumbles”. Wel,
appear 75 Rosslyn Avenve, Harold Wood, Essex. RM3 | James, that remark was mine - and whie |
o 8ook ORG | agree with you that itis worttwhie to encourage
reinforce the theme of the fim: Vincentis Steve Jeffery | | SEE from page 15 of the curent Matrix that | | aspiring wriers, you prompty point out where
prepared to sacriice everything, famiy, love, 44 White Way, Kidington, Oxon,, OX5 2XA y myse 16 pints! ¥ i
legal status, y discount price ey
all offive minutes, untl | + Finaly, themto t?
place for him, It s is wil, Y letter. We your response: 5
the ‘perlect humans who reject him, which will | (at best), Terry Brooks and Piers Anthony, while Joseph Nicholas | of age (=1
15 Jansons Road, South Tottenham, London.

rumph
Dave M. Roberts

the vanishing midist ﬂmmsand interest drive
d spincft

design and art direction. But what is particularly
striking s how this i the pehaps the firt 1
‘movie since Blade Runnerto truly create its own
world. Just as Blade Runner transmuted 1940s
film noitinto the future, Gattaca, shot n & glacial

rather than what we (and Ihey) would prefer
them to be doing, which is wriing their own
novels. The erosion of the midist i aleacy an
established fac. It been happeing for a whie,
whie at he other end, five and six figure

Ni54U
‘THE LATEST BSFA package, containing Matrix
131, Vector 199 and Focus 33, arived a few
days ago. | have read Matix, | have read
Vector, | have thrust Focus into the stack
‘unopened, unvead, and never likely to be read.

+ We Also Heard From: Stephen Baxter; Mike
Brain; Russell Chambers; Jon Courtenay
Grimwood; and Terry Hunt, the rest of whose
letter has had to be held over fo next issue -
apologies. See you then!
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— fanzines

9 VE BEEN AWARE of the existence of fanzines ever since I joined the BSFA ten
I years ago. They were occasionally mentioned as being available for ‘the

usual”. The usual, if you don't know, includes letters of comment, artwork,
fanzines in trade, a self-addressed stamped envelope and in the case of Claire
Brialey and Mark Plummer (Banana Wings)

amusing animals, botles of Laphroaig (the cask strengh variety is particulary

welcome) and information about who By Deaconis
lan Gunn (Mind Wallaby) includes

Cereal Toys and Small Gods
in his ‘usual".

Inever sent my SAE. Why? I suppose because | didn't know if Id really want
to read a fanzine, because | didn't know what size envelope and how many
stamps to put on it (pathetic, | know) and because inertia is a huge factor in my
life. Well, all that's changed now. I've bought my envelopes, I've bought my
stamps, I'm readying my letters of comment. What's changed? Chris Terran sent
‘me nineteen fanzines to review (deadline in two weeks) and now I'm hooked.

The wonderful thing about fanzines is that they are about anything the
authors like - so there is politics and permaculture in International Revolutionary
Gardener 1, personal history in Standing in the Shadows, Cuban holidays in
Gotterdammerung 11, There’s even a it of skiffy in some of them.

I remember reading somewhere that fanzines were originally a way of staying
in touch with fannish friends between widely-spaced conventions. Why do
people sill produce fanzines in the era of email and the cheap phone call? I don't
know. Perhaps the fanzine writers will tell us.

For want of a better technique I will look at the fanzines alphabetically.

Banana Wings 9 - Claire Brialey & Mark Plummer; A4, 2xEF*
Banana Wings (BW) won the 1997 Nova Award for best fanzine and Mark won as
best fanwriter. BW 9 is a 60-page Ad booklet (A4 envelope - BW won't bend -
and extra stamps). This is a fanzine with bits to interest everyone. I particularly
like Mark’s article “Canary Yellow Trousers ... about the reaction of fandom to
Tim Stannard's disco trousers, although [ thought they were more banana yellow
and really think some mention should have been made of the paisley banana
yellow, orange orange, lime green and maybe also hot pink shirt he wore with
them. Yes, | was at Novacon but even if you weren'tit's a good article.

1 guess Paul Kincaid writes regular fanzine reviews for BW. I dutifully read
his piece about Attitude. I also read Maureen Kincaid Speller’s article about
Alfred Bester’s Tiger! Tiger!, one of my favourite books, and the novel which
inspired it, Dumas’ The Count of Monte Christo, which I have ordered from the
bookshop on the strength of this review. | think the difference between my
reactions to these two pieces was that | knew what Maureen was writing about
but [ have not read Atfitude, and in order to review twelve issues of a fanzine and
aconvention you have to assume some knowledge in your readers

(In fact, that was my main problem with the fanzines generally. When [ knew
what people were writing about I usually enjoyed it, when I had no idea it was
only the very well-written articles that interested me. In consequence, letter
pages were my least favourite parts of the fanzines though I could see how they
could be interesting.)

BW 9 included a Wallace and Gromit conspiracy theory by fan Gunn where he
shows

what can be knocked together from a few well-chosen facts, a couple of wild theories

anda warped mind
Personally I think he might have something in his theory that the EEC has been
dumping cheese on the moon to keep prices artificially inflated, and I think
something should be done on behalf of us innocent consumers. No really. It was
agood article anyway.

“Down in Brighton” was a chapter of the 1987 GUFF trip report by Irwin
Hirsh. I have occasionally wondered if it would be possible to send people on

*EF - Evening Fanzine. Setaside an evening to read his. The balh wil get cod  you ty to
read it there. Your bum will become bruisedif you try to read it all on the toiet

2(EF - Set aside two evenings to read this

JP - Stick it in your jacket pocket. The articles are short and / or light enough to be read while
wating fo the bus, or while wailng for your cat to be vaccinated. No, probably you'l need to
{ake an EF o the vet Could be kept i the bathroom

[

|

yvonne rowse

examines fanzmes

TAFF, GUFF etc. trips and stipulate that they shouldn’t produce a trip report but
just get the essential fans to initial a list to prove the person has been. Irwin's
Teport was interesting, especially the bit where Greg Pickersgill neglected to
show the soft marshmallow of his soul to the panellists, but as a general rule trip
reports are not my favourite reading.

Then there was KIM Campbell trying to persuade the UK that another
Worldcon here would be fun (I particularly liked the idea of mini-cons in the
run-up), Claire with the Greater Croydon Food Guide and Mark on the dangers
of transporting a cardboard David Mellor around town.

BOB 13 & 14 - Ian Sorensen; A4, EF

What can I say about BOB? How does lan Sorensen persuade D. West and Jim
Barker to provide him with such wonderful artwork? [ was very taken by the
“extra large super strength inflatable sex dragon’.

Unlike BW, BOB is a single-author fanzine. lan writes it all, even the “Secret
Diary of D. West". I'm not quite sure why I liked BOB so much. Probably it's the
gossip. Not the scurrilous sort, just what comes across as idle chit-chat about the
people he knows. Don't think this is damning with faint praise - idle chit-chat is
an artform of which | am particularly fond. lan’s “Lifestyles of the Rich and
Fannish” meanders through his views on housekeeping, the houses and
characters of some well-known fans (they must be well known; even I have
heard of them), attitudes to DIY, relationships, spoilt brats, untidiness, charity
shop clothes, reduced ready-made meals, what he was doing when Charles and
Diana got married, and whether to change lifestyle to attract new relationships. |
found this ramble through his thoughts strangely pleasing, but most of all I liked
“Donald Where's Your Novas?”, the secret diary of D. West. Is he really like this?
Iquote:

qms new fangled stuff makes a mockery of the efiols us trufans made to buid up
fanznes as an arfom rch in eray vala and aristc met. Mo farcon is
They must be told how wrong
they allare. | il wite 10,000 words on how fandom should properly conduct tself and

get Langlord to broadcast it on is shortwave ham inferet setup.

Tintend, once I've published my first two fanzines, to form a junior branch of D.
West's FoFF, Fogeys of Fanzine Fandom, probably to be known as YOFoFFs,
Young Old Fogeys of Fanzine Fandom. To join you must be over 38, have an
obsessive interest in at least one ‘golden age’ writer and be prepared to tell the
world how things have changed for the worse.

Charmed Lives - Meredith McArdle; A4, EF

This is a fanzine in celebration of the author Diana Wynne Jones and is well
worth the 31p Ad SAE, particularly if you are a DW] fan. It includes an interview
with the writer by Maureen Kincaid Speller where Diana reveals her bizarre
childhood in fascinating detail, talks about worms in custard, launching a
catamaran which got stuck and had to have take-aways ferried to it in a coracle
.. and discusses some of her books. Chris Hill looks at Diana’s disapproval of
parents, Maureen reviews Fire and Hemlock, Arwyn Finnie (aged 10) reviews The
Ogre Downstairs and Penny Hill looks at other authors you might enjoy if you
like DWJ. She forgot to mention Margaret Mahy, a serious omission. Altogether
this is a wonderful fanzine which has already caused me to pledge several tens
of pounds to Bewley Books because I've ordered half the bibliography.

[ s we went to press ssue 2 of Charmed Lives arrived, - Ed.)

Dramatic Obscurity - Andrew M. Butler; A4, EF
No pictures here, but two poems and a criticism of Nottingham’s ugly erection,
a piece of marble .. a vertcaltube with water shooting outof the top of i
and an amusing piece of paranoia about answering machines that I can identify
with. Andrew 15
certain now that the machine has started chatting to my friends, and has started
megfing them fo lunch, when I'm out at work or my back is tumed. Eshausted by this
hectc social whit. it has begun to get forgetful. and doesn' pass on the message, or
scribbles on  Post note and sticks it on the fridge.
Yep, mine too,
Incidentally, it afforded me a little amusement to find a complainer about
grammar and spelling make two mistakes in the same article. If you're going to
moan you should be especially vigilant about proofreading!




Gatterdimmerung 11~ Maka:CmnanmmyFﬂ;mn.

My enjoyment of this fanzine would havekmadw\adbyn!ndnsmnf
pages 5, 6, 19 and 20. I'd have liked to know the ‘I' was in the article that
probably began on page 6, and | would really have liked to have finished “Geek
Gravy” by Lesley Reece. This is probably a fanzine for the more experienced -
wmvbelhenﬂ\umnllkilovanmmzdp-pnwuhnmnan
clearer to me. Gatter 11.1, Corflu UK, was an amazing review of

and hangoversfited in around a con Although 've now got 1o the age when
Say never again. il #, I've got shadowy and confu
muwothhkwlsympﬁmdmdy

the last hurrah 2 - Leicester SF Group; A4, EF/JP

This was a fairly fanzine and | enjoyed it mildly. | think

of achieving utopia by 2040, though | liked the idea of our email addresses
becoming our names.
Mind Wallaby 1 & 2 - lan Gunn, A5, JP (and ncidentally Australian)

Kanga and Roo in the marsupial quiz. | liked the “Vidio Revues™ by spacial gest
revuer Brad Butter (aged 10); | liked “All Knowledge is Contained in Fanzines™.
Did you know that
In Pennsyvan. no man may purchase aicohol without the wiien pemmission of his
wie

Or

Amadios o t
(How do they knaw? Why did they test them?) | really liked “Codewords”, the
pusuulhmdylmgmgeoﬂum\dhrm For example:

nmmmmummmmmnmmm
above your lef shoulder, drooling and fonding an axe, you might sy “He was 2 lttle
intense, wasn't he?”
Pinkette 16b & 16c - Karen Pender-Gunn; A5, P (another Australian
production)
Thisis
The Pink you have while you're not having a Pink
and is another A fanzine. Like lan Gunn (her partner) Karen indulges in a lot of
tangerooing (jumping off at a tangent), There are lots of small pieces, lots of
letters of comment, a nice piece of obsession (with the horror of the new
palace) and a piece about lan’s cancer which was very moving. Another jacket
pocket zine rather than a settle down for the evening zine.

lnlmunmul Revolutionary Gardener 1 - Judith Hanna & Joseph Nicholas;
4, EF

ﬂnmrporanng Socualist Allotment Worker,) | liked this a lot, perhaps because I'm
interested in permaculture and part of a LETS scheme, and much of the political
stuff made perfect sense to me (a rare experience). [RG is a fairly senious fanzine
containing three long articles and a quite fascnating letters section, called
“Lettuce” (wince). Joseph Nicholas's review of Jared Diamond’s Guns, Germs and
Steel induced me to order this book as well, and then went on to fascinating
speculanons along altemative hustory lines.

Snufkin’s Bum 3 - Maureen Kincaid ;A4 EF

1f IRG wins a prize for best title, Snufkin’s Bum gets last place. But that's all right
because |loved it. As | said earlier I'm a fan of idle chit-chat type gossip, which is
how the zine starts, with a stroll from the Novas to sleepless nights to some

and well-executed conceit. Finally there is a bit about voyeuristic cats. Of all the
fanzine this is the one | would recommend as a starter for people - like me —
‘who are not ‘in the know’ about fandom.

Squiggledy Hoy 1 & 2 - Bridget Hardcastle: A5, JP/EF

Ths sticks in my mind chiefly for increasing my confusion about whether Pat

McMurray of con-running fame is a Patricia or a Patrick. I's a very nice light mix

o(pusmalﬁnﬂ Jokes (6,000 calories? That's not too many) and two guest
artcles, one by Bridget's father about the house he lves in, and one by Pat about

Evolution, the 199 Eastercon, which included the wonderful

f our pUDICatoNS were prefly average - humousiess. poorly prnted. over-adited and
Overly professional for 3 tannsh audence.

This s out of context (of course). What they actually wanted to achieve was
voluhon@lntersection”

B

1 particularly liked “The So You Think There's Not Enough Sex In Fanzines
Corner”, where Anon gives her version of the blow-job from lan
Banks's Espedai Stret. not “Ka-pow’” but “Ow! It goes n the end and stings™

in the Shadows - Simon Ounsley: A4, EF
This fanzine had great cartoons on the covers (D. West again) entitied “Corflu
UK - The Struggle With National Stereotypes™. It would be worth getting just
for these but the contents are even better.

This s an account of Simon’s struggle with ME / CFS since summer 1995. You
may think that if you don’t know Stmon it would be of no interest but you would
be wrong. | was moved and homified by Simon’s condition
unable to read, watch television or use the

interspersed you
mwmmﬁnmuuhgem\-solhﬂkhuamdhmgd*mmd
your letter. Altematively, record your message on a cassette.

The Time Traveller's Journal 2 - Julie Faith Rigby. A4, JP/EF
Thssqnnnshnmoﬂmiyh;hmaghlmwhrhmpdhm'm
Vampires Dream of False Teeth?”, a report on Philcon (an American sf
tion) through various travel stonies to a review of the Squirrel Nut
Zippers, a 1920s-style jazz band. Sadly | think it unlikely that Kidderminster Our
Price would stock their albums. Oh well.
Sa that's the fanzines. Now I'm going to have to settle down to write letters of
mmmmlnuofpwplamd!bmwmemyownfum ‘The right title
vﬂz portant. Perhaps Barmaid or Fansize or maybe Fansized
mmld ]adr and Sally's Mum is just too mundane. Revolutionary Fluffiwuffikins?
iybe not.

Why do [ want to write a fanzine? Do you ever have conversations with
yourself because there's no one around who will understand? Do you spemh!e
about something then realise that if you confided your theories to anyone else
they'd consider havmg you committed? Do you lie awake at night with words
whirling round your head and no one to commurucate them to?

No, me neither. [ just want to win a Nova.

—© Yooune Rowse 1998

Evergreen, Hals Farm Lane, Trimpley, Worcs., DY12 NP

Oremail yvonneghal Lsfars. sof tnet . co.uk

Al the fanzines can be obtained for the usual from the following addresses-
Banana Wings - Cae By, 26 Norhangton Road Croydon Surey, CRO THA or

Mk Prammer, 14 Notway Road, Croydon,Surey, CRO SJE

BOB - an Sorensen. 7 Woodkide Walk Hamiton, Scofand ML3THY

(Charmed Lives - Merecits MacArde, 121 Dayed Foad.Loncon, SWS SUU

Dramatic Obscurly - Anckew M. Buser, 33 Brock View Drve, Keyworth, Notingham, NG12
N

i i
In “A Possession Forever” Maureen writes about ol 81736
our parents need o keep things for best. There's something very sad about | Iemaionsl Revoutonary Garener - 3 Harea 8 Josgh Nebols, 15 Janss oad
trawling through your desd parents’ treasured possessions and finding their | S0u Totenham, London, 15 4
chouces mexplicable or, even worse, tacky and pathetic. This p Tem Groome. Lecester 153
moved. oow
Her article on Alan Gamer intrigued me. I've just finished reading A Bag of sty nGame 0
Moonshine and The Weirdstone of Brisimgemen to my children. | hear echoesof my | Box 567, Blackbum, Victona 3130, Austaia
Gamer's Cheshire ch and for this Foliesione. Ket, CT1S
mbnmlmhymﬂy&mrvephpm-ﬂhy SAZ
Strandloper. This is getting very ‘Squiggledy Hoy - Brcget Harccaste 13 Wedgewood Road Hichin Hers_ S34 05X
Theresa m—-wlnmdﬂdmﬂqymtdn& <
P ool s o of the charactes from the pay whie i was r"_:"""' Simea Oumpoy 5 ok W Go o0 (58 163
ks i bt raveler's Journal ot
bringpefomat ihfinlndgy amusng | G Lesds Wes Yorkshwe, LS4HS
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Father Ted's Bogus Journey-—

Not everybody thinks The Sparrow should have flown away with all the recent awards. Lee Montgomerie is one of them ..

9 M DELIGHTED to learn that The Sparrow has already spawned both a film and a
sequel. It is always sad when a favourite tv series ends, especially with the
leading performer dead in real lfe with no chance of a comeback, so this

inspired postmodern remix in which Father Ted, Father Jack, Dougal and friends
convert Craggy Island into an interstellar spacecraft and blast off to Alpha Centauri
with Mrs Doyle cooking furiously all the way is a wonderful continuation to the
canon of anarchically surreal ecclesiastical shenanigans

Naturally, in the modem spirit, the ethnocentricity of the original has been
challenged, so that the silver-haired, angst-ridden central character is restyled as
Father Sandoz, the eccentric old geezer with the “long broken nose almost as badly
askew as his cast eye, looselipped grin displaying teeth just as dishevelled”
becomes Father Yarborough, the bungling fresh-faced innocent is Father Robichaux
and the hyperactive elderly woman with the cooking fetish is now called Anne
Edwardes. Still, even with political correctness depriving them of their booze, fags,
rollerblades and ingratitude towards the neverending labours of women, we know
who they are. The Sparrow can only be Father Ted: The Next Generation.

For confirmation consider the development of the plot. For a third of the book
there is no action, no alien contact even; just scene after scene of Mrs Doyle cooking
for larger and larger groups of people intercut with flashforwards in which a
tongue-tied Ted fails to explain to the Vatican how by sheer bad luck and a series
of idiculous misunderstandings he has managed to get the whole party killed off
and been caught in an alien brothel with his pants down and the blood of a
murdered child on his hands, Then, in one of those wacky changes of tack that
characterise the series, they've all piled into a potato-shaped chunk of rock and
shot off into outer space at a sizeable fraction of the speed of light. Relativity is
invoked so that time dilation can enable the crew to amive alive seventeen years

Jater, even though most of them qualify for bus passes, and then ignored for every
other confounding factor. Even when they reach the planet Rakhat, life goes on
much as in the Craggy Island Parochial House with Mrs Doyle constantly pressing
the priests to try her latest examples of alien cuisine, warning them all the while to
watch out for “vomiting .. . intestinal pain ... . bloody diarrhoea . . . bleeding in the
brain ... . damage to the intestines and liver and kidneys - . ". Oh, go on, Father
you will, you will!

There’s a hilarious scene in which Father Jack duly succumbs to an arse-
blistering, trouser-bursting attack of Rakhat's revenge and Mrs Doyle (who's the
doctor as well as everything else) suddenly realises that, although she’s
remembered to pack cloves, vanilla, yeast, sage, thyme and cumin for humanity's
first interstellar expedition, she’s left all the medicines behind on the mothership.
Dougal is sent back to fetch them and manages to use up their entire supply of fuel,
leaving them stranded for all eternity (or so they think) with only one woman of
childbearing age and all but ane of the men either celibate or past it

That non-dilemma and the eternal question: if God exists why does He let such
awful things happen to me? is all that remains of Father Ted's trenchant
deconstruction of the Catholic church, but there is plenty of intentional comedy in
The Sparrow, most of it in the form of facile dinner-table banter in which a bunch of
people of different ages, onigins and cultures living in the nid-21st century manage
to amuse each other by constantly quoting tags from mid-20th century American
light entertainment. Unfortunately The Sparraro s also 500 pages long, deadly
serious, tediously explicatory, terminally squeamish, and reads less like
cutting-edge cult comedy than interminable comfort-blanket soap opera. Still, if
they ever get the bugs ironed out, Il look forward to watching it on Channel 4.

— © Lee Montogomerie 1998

Lee Montgomerie
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LOST IN SPACE

film—

of one of the most embarrassing tv shows America ever produced didn't really

fill my drawers with eager anticipation, the news that it would contain the most
computer-generated special effects yet produced for one film (750 in total) didn't
bode well. You see, I've noticed that the more time and effort they spend on effects
these days, the less time and effort goes into incidentals like ... the script.

1 then found the film wouldn't be a comedy - it was, in fact, going to be played
with perfecty straight faces. This news sent through me a cold chill, the kind of cold
chill [ usually experience on hearing phrases like “Puff Daddy sings Bing”, “Trust
‘me, I'm with New Labour” or “John, it's your round”.

Well, the end product doesn't disappoint. It has beautiful production, exquisite
special effects and nary a brain cell to ts credit. Even the fact that you know Gary
Oldman s whoring himself for a LOT of money doesn't stop you feeling sorry for
him as he has to tell The Robot, with absolute conviction, “Farewell, my
platinum-plated pal, give my regards to oblivion.”

So what's it all about? It's about one hour and fifty minutes hahahaha .. . ha. Suit
yourself. I’s set in 2058 (that's an easy-to-remember sixty years away, folks), when
the warring nations of Earth have seen the error of their ways, noticed that the
planet is knackered and joined n one big luvvy-huggy endeavour to save it. This,
apparently, means finding another Earth-type planet pronto so we can flock over
there and screw that one up too.

Leading this noble endeavour is the Robinson family. They are to set off to Alpha
Prime - the only other Earth-type planet in the 2% of the galaxy thus far charted -
and build a teleport-ringy-jumpgate-type-of-thing to aid the exodus. So, does the
galaxy welcome careful drivers? Do mom and her apple-pie pioneers get there
without incident? Does that other 98% remain uncharted? The clue is in the film's
title

Matt Le Blanc goes from being nice-but-dim Joey in Friends right to the Clint
Chinley superhero role. Thats light-years away, man. There he is, facing
insurmountable odds, protecting the children, nuclear blast-o-matic in hand; and
there was | thinking about the reclining chair battles he used to have with Chandler.

Oscar-winning William Hurt plays the distant and emotionless patriarch John
Robinson. This doubtless proved a real stretch for an actor who specialises in cold
and emotionless characters.

Imu a bad feeling about Lost in Spuce. Ignoring the fact that a big-screen version

reviewed by john ashbrook

Mrs Maureen Robinson is brought forth by Mimi Rogers, an actress who, having
committed the cardinal sin of living beyond her thirtieth birthday, is now reduced to
playing glamorous mom rles. Here we are supposed to accept that she is the
‘mother of, among others, Judy - played by Heather Graham, who is herself 28 years
old. Which means, of course, by the time the inevitable sequel grunts and groans on
to our screens, she'll be old enough to play her own mom.

And speaking of time-loop paradoxes: wouldn't it be nice if this hoary old plot
contrivance were used properly once in a while? The Robinsons manage to fall
through a hole in space-ime, meet themselves coming back the other way, stumble
across the wrecked hulk of the rescue ship which was sent out after them (a bit of
luck really, given that 9% thing) and manage to die at least twice. Oh, and Gary
Oldman, bored of being reduced to talking to the robot and the precocious
snotty-nosed juniur Robinson, tums into a rather impressive giant cartoon spider
You wouldn't think he had it in him.

Inevitably, a film written by Akiva Goldman can't be expected to make sense. He
is, after all, the chap responsible for Batman Forecer and Batman and Robin

The opening dogfight, involving tranparent orbital fighters, is a thing of beauty,
worth the price of admission alone. Indeed, throughout its vastly overlong running
time, the special effects which clutter every frame are glorious (apart from the ‘cute’
alien monkey), well designed, well executed, well ammated and well photographed

Of course, beauty 15 only skin deep. Consequently, as sual, all the fluff and
nonsense on display 1s maniacally trying to cover up the fact that no one really has
much of a clue what is going on, least of all the hapless viewer.

Throughout, there is an inescapable feeling that the characters are really lost in
special effects, wandering around non-existent sets (they call ‘em ‘virtual sets
apparently), staying in the background as much as possible, waiting for the far more
impressive visuals to be loaded up into the foreground and all around them

Before too long, the same CGI technology which has taken away a good living
from set constructors, extras, model builders and animators will soon be seeng
scriptwriters on the dole. | can't find it in my heart to feel sorry for them. Maybe the
machines will be more inspired than the present crop. Who are. no doubt, already
hard at work pounding out big-screen renditions of such small-screen classics as The
Banana Splits, T. | Hooker and The Jerry Springer Show. Can't wait

—@ Join Ashbrook 1998

| mmic

engineered. Having shown her and health control hubby Peter Mann (Jeremy
Northam) where they'd found the bugs, the kids go off in search of fusther
discoveries before they are splatted. Yes, kids die in this picture. For 97 of its
length it's willing to be sadistic. Before long, the characters are lost down the
abandoned Underground tunnels, and trying to save their arses from
creepy-crawlhes

Director del Toro, best known for the Mexican vampire flick Croros, kiiows
how to (rank up the tension. Mosl of the movie involves a mere five characters,

reviewed by andrew m butler

OMETMES the publicists make it too easy for the reviewer. ‘A Bold

Experiment. A Deadly Mistake! Tempting to apply it to the film. After all,

(uncredited) script doctoring by John Sayles and Steven Sonderbergh
doesn't really inspire confidence.

Not so much an experiment though, since we're deep in Aliens territory, only
this time our heroine s searching for a fertile male (something she should find
ironic, given her and her husband’s inability to conceive; but I'm getting ahead of
myself).

‘Three years earlier, some Child-Killing-Disease-of-the-Week was being spread
by cockroaches. Scientists, who clearly haven't seen Jurassic Park, manipulate the
genes of a couple of insects and set them off to wipe out Manhattan’s cockroach
population. Obviously these insects have been altered to be stenle, but equally
clearly this isn't going to hold up in the wild, or the movie would be rather short.
Now there's something nasty in the subway, and the same scentists end up
tracking them down.

Bug specialist Susan Tyler (Miro Sorvino, best known for Woody Allen’s
Mighty Aphrodite before a left tum into a number of action flicks) has been brought
an unusual specimen by two kids, and she discovers it has the same pH (really?)
as only two species - something from the Amazon and something they'd

50 the picking: by (the old “Let's split up!”
routine) are limited. But picked off they are, with suitable gore. He wisely knows
that if the insect is seen in daylight (they seem able to mimic tall men in sinister
raincoats) then the illusion will be shattered. On the other hand. the thought of
insects being able to fly carrying a human does seem far-fetched. Lingering
doubts about the insects’ ability to breathe at such a size are supposedly
dismissed by discovering that they have lungs. That's OK then

So we're in horror ternitory rather than sf, and on that level it does chill and
disturb. The shots of Mann and Taylor groping for a dropped torch when the
audience knows about an insect just beyond their reach is particularly creepy. At
times there is even a sense that the characters won't survive to win the day, and
Sorvino shows real emotions and brains as an action hero. This has to be
counterbalanced by the fact that cuteness does win the day, and one or two
unintentionally ludicrous moments puncture the atmosphere. Certainly worth a
ook, but notif you are at ll squeamish

—© Andrew M. Butler 1998

Mimic — 1337 Dimension Fiims. Drrector Guilermo del Toro Producers Bob Wenstein. Ole
Bomedal. B. J. Rack. Screenpiay Matthew Greenberg, Matthew Robbins, del Toro (pius Jon

Y
105 mins. Cert. 18. UK release 26 June 1998,
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SHLIDING DOORS

— What if one split second sent your life in two different directions? —

That's the highly original concept
behind Peter Howitt's directorial debut
Stiding Doors. Fed up with the sort of
rdles he's been offered (he was Joey in
the ‘sitcom’ Bread), Howitt has tumed to
directing his own_pictures, striking
financial gold with this first outing, both
in America and the UK.

Alan Ayckbourn has explored this
question on at least one occasion,
notably in the sixteen versions of
Intimate Exchanges where each of the
scenes bisect into two subsequent
possible scenes. None of those raving
about Peter Howitts debut Siiding
Doors seems to know this.

Gwyneth Paltrow, the former Mrs Brad Pitt, plays PR woman Helen, who loses
her job as a result of borrowing the company's vodka. And then, according to
whether she catches the tube train home or not, she is mugged, and goes via
hospital to her guilty-looking boyfriend Gerry (John Lynch) or is charmed by the
handsome Scot James (John Hannah) before amiving home to find Gerry in bed
with Lydia (Jeanne of these two

intertwined throughout the rest of the film, before the threads are sewn mguhﬂ

in the final few minutes.

Rather wisely, the decision is taken to
remake one of the Helens, so that the
colour of her hair immediately tips off
the audience as to which version it is.
The other characters remain much the
same, although the unmet James
obviously only cameos in the version
where Helen stays with Gerry. In this
thread it's a comedy of sexual paranoia,
with the growing suspicions of Helen —
reduced to selling sandwiches to
corporations and waiting on tables —
fed by the equally growing jealousy of

As with the underrated Shooting Fish
and Martha Meet - Daniel, Lawrence
and Frankly who cares, the film takes
the three Brits and a Yank approach to
cracking the American market, not so
much Paltrow, who is credibly English,
but Tnpplehom, the rather one-
dimensional  bitch retumed from
America to reclaim Gemy. Even the
opening dialogue, consisting entirely of
swearing, is a homage to Four
Weddings.

The comedy of Monty Python runs

reviewed by andrew m butler

realistically drawn relationship, as a
mantic comedy which eventually
develops dark edges.

Gwyneth Paltrow shines in both
roles - dowdy as the unknown
cuckold, radiant s the young lover -
and all traces of her American accent
are subsumed by a credible English
one. It's the same woman, the same
mannerisms, and yet the two stay
distinct. John Lynch, with Irish accent,
floppy fringe and puppy dog eyes,
gives some indication of why Helen
would be in love with him, whilst
slipping into Woody Allen territory in
his indecisiveness over which of the
two women he should choose. John
Hannah (Helen clearly has a thing for
Celts) plays his role just the right side
of smug, and always threatens to steal
the show as he did in Four Weddings
and a Funeral,

alternatives are neat enough, but when
the train-missing Helen is further
delayed by the entire District Line
being shut down, then someone is not
playing fair. The supposed flourish of
the camera panning from one version
of Helen to the altemative is rather
spoilt in the sequence where she arri-
ves in a taxi just after the other Helen
has disppeared off in a car, and the car
is no longer there, despite this Helen
not having driven offin it. Hannah adds
another alternative when he claims he
drank two chocolate milkshakes, which
looked rather like strawberry.

For someone so quickly suspicious.
the delayed Helen is remarkable slow
to spot Gerry's infidelity, especially
given his involvement of her best
friend. It all smacks of being only half
thought through, the final step not
taken.

the mistress. In the other thread, Gerry
seems rather more regretful about his
loss, with the mistress again
contributing to his lot. But here the
spotlight is upon Helen and James's

through the film as a leitmotif, but this
only serves to restate the genius of
Python and the comparafive poverty of
Howitt's scr

The  will-she-make-the-train-or-not

But this 1s as intelligent as romantic comedy ever gets, this side of Woody
Allen anyway, and it does ask a fair amount of the audience. The drawing
together of the two time lines is clumsy, but then there is no easy way to find a
closure for both versions of Helen, Gerry, Lydia and James. Credulity is
stretched to the limit, and your feelings about the movie will depend on
whether you can buy the conceit. Still, like milkshakes, it remains a light and
frothy way to spend an evening or a wet afternoon.

— © Andrew M. Butler 1998

Shdmg Doors — UK/ USA 1998. Intemmedia Fims / Mirage Enterprises / Miramax Fims /

tor Peter Howitt. Screenplay Howitt, Producers Phiippa Braithwaite,
mmmg Adefarasin. Music
Cast Gwytha)meonmah John Lynch. Jeanne Tripplehom.
Cert 15.

DARK CIT

order to survive Murdoch has to convince people of what is going on. Dr
Schreber knows, but wants to inject memories into Murdoch.

This 1s all fascinating stuff, but where Proyas really scores 1s with the look of
the whole thing. The cityscape that the film opens with looks very much like
Metropolis crossed wath film noir and a lot of ram. It is a dark gothic mish-mash
of styles, famtly reminiscent of the Gotham City created by Tim Burton for
Batman. The big difference being that where Gotham is heavily stylised, Dark
City feels real. It's a place where you wouldn’t want to be out at night . . . which

reviewed by dave m roberts

LEX PRovas' previous film, The Crow, displayed, if nothing else, a certain
visual flair. In Dark City he uses this flair for visuals to hit you smack
between the eyes with a story of his own devising.

In a city seemingly held in perpetual night, the Dark Ones ‘tune’ the physical
world with the power of their minds. John Murdoch (Rufus Sewell) wakes up in a
hotel bath minus his memories, and apparently having killed a woman. This turms
out to be just the latest in a string of bizarre killings. The Dark Ones are clearly not
happy about him, largely because he too has the power to tune. On his trail are
Inspector Bumstead (William Hurt), an overly fastidious detective, and the
nervous Dr Schreber (Kiefer Sutherland) who claims that he wants help.

The story soon develops along much more interesting lines. Every night at
midnight the Dark Ones shut the city down and reshape it. They also swap
people’s memories around, for reasons of their own. They do this with the help of
Dr Schreber. The Dark Ones search for Murdoch by injecting the memories he
doesn’t have into Richard O'Brien

We are into Phil Dick territory here. The clty and its people (and their
remembered pasts) are subject to change. Murdoch is the only person who knows
that things are changing, as he is the only person able to stay awake during the
tuning’. He concentrates his efforts on trying to locate the semi-mythical Shell
Beach - a place that everybady knows but can't quite remember how to get to. In

is night is the only time that is available there. The Dark Ones are
a truly sinister group of tall, thin vampire-like beings who feed on people’s
minds, but for study rather than sustenance. The effects are remarkable. The
metamorphosis of the city comes on like Terry Gilliam on acid

The performances from the main players are generally better than adequate,
with William Hurt strolling through the sort of role he can do in his sleep, and
an Richardson as the leader of the Dark Ones is suitably imposing. Richard
OBrien is at his sinister best in a custom-made role, but it is Kiefer Sutherland
who really pulls the stops out with a genuinely enjoyable turn as the year's best
Peter Lorre.

There are flaws. The build-up to the climactic psychic battle between the Dark
Ones and Murdoch is somewhat rushed, and the learning experience that
Murdoch goes through in the run-up to it is rather dubious. The confrontation
itself rapidly gets reduced to a head-to-head between Richardson and Sewell,
most of the Dark Ones being quietly dropped from the picture.

Dark City can be forgiven these quibbles, because what we have here is a
genuine Saence Fiction film, probably the best since Trwelve Monkeys. It is a film
with a disorienting plot that demands - and gets - the visuals to match. Alex
Proyas has succeeded in producing something different; he i clearly someone to
watch.

— © Dave M. Roberts 1998
Dark City — 1998 Director Alex Proyas. Screenplay Proyas.

Cast: Rufus Sewell, Kiefer sutherland, William Hurt. Jennifer Connolly, lan Richardson
100 mins. Cert. 15. UK release 29 May 1998,
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Carol Ann Kerry-Green
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Julie Venner
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Focus Contacts

Carol Ann Kerry-Greer Julie Venner

278 Victoria Avenue, HuH HU5 302 42 Walgrave Street, Newland Avenue,
Tel: 01482 494045 Hull, HUS 2LT

Email: Metaphor@enterprise.net

—

— Out of Focus —

appears in Matrix in the malings when Focus is absent. Focus - the nex! issue is
scheduled to appear i the autumn - is the BSFA's witers' magazine. It publshes storis,
atcles and postry from members and non-members. Ifyou wish fo contrbute, fcion should
be of good quality and up fo 5,000 words: poety to @ maximum of 50 ines. We seek artces
on all aspects of wrting and publshing, especial those relating to sf and fantasy, up to
4,000 words. We also seek cover ar, ilustrations and fillers.

— Calling Artists! —

Focus s looking for artwork for its front cover competion, and invifes you to enter. Send
your designs to Carol Ann of Juie at efher of the above addresses by 31 August 1998

‘The winning entry will appear on a future front cover of the magazine, and there will be

appropriate prizes awarded
— Orbiters —

Interested in getting to know other writers? Not sure if the story youre wrting is working
propery? Want to know if your novel is going in the ight direction? If so, then the BSFA's
Onbiter groups migh be for you

Onbiters are groups o five wites who each put a manuscript in 2 parcel, with coerent
cricism o the others already inthere, and send  on to the next person on the st In returm
You get four sets of comments on your own piece of work.

Orbiter has groups for witers of short stores and novels. We are now looking at the
possiilty of seting up new groups for scriptiters, poets and non-iction wiers

Ifyou are nterested i joning any of th groups ~ established or new - please wrie {0 (or
emai) Carol Ann Kerry-Green atthe zbove addess

—© Carol Ann Kery Green & Julie Venner 1998

Chris Hil
e Bungalow, 27 Lows EvingarFoad
RG:

BSFA
AWARDS

Wi Hon

AS YOU will have seen from the last issue, the BSFA Awards were announced on Sunday 12
Aprilat ntuiion. The winners were:

BEST NOVEL: Mary Doria Russell The Sparrow (Black Swar)

BEST SHORT FICTION: Stephen Baxter “The War Birs” (Iferzone)

BEST ARTWORK: SMS “The Black Blood ofthe Dead" Interzone)
Unfortunately none of the winners were present to receive thei tropFies. However, | was able
1010 present Mary Doria Russell with her trophy at the Arthur C. Clarke Award ceremony at the
Science Museun on 27 May. Many thanks to ACCA Adniristrator Paul Kincaid for allowing
me fo hiack the cermony for Such a nefarous purpose!

Whie I am on the subject | would ike to meke  few other tharik-yous: to everyone who
nominated and voted this year, wilhout whom, as they say, the Awards would not be passible;
1o Mitch Le Blanc and Colin Odell for designing and constructng the trophies_(which
consisted of a polished block of wood with the etters BSFA' spelled outon fourof th faces in
Braile);to Colin Greenland, Molly Brown and Jim Burns for announcing the awards at the
ceremony: fnally, to Chris Terran, Andy Butler, Maureen Kincaid Speller and Penny Hill
for their encouragement during the year.

And so this year ., . for those of you who might be new to the BSFA the awards are
presented annualy 1o worksin the following categories:

BEST NOVEL - presented for the best novel that receives ts first Bish publication

during the 1998 calendar year.

BEST SHORT FICTION - preserted for the best piece of short ficion published during

he 1998 calendar year, This can be from any magazine or anthology. Do ot forget the

smallpress magazines for ths!

BEST ARTWORK - presented for the best artwork frst appearing curing the 1998

dar year.
How To Nominate - You can norminate any number of items at any time during the year.
Just send them to me at the address above. Altenatively feel free to email me with your
nominations. Remember that it is the items with the most nominations that will appear on
the final shortlists. So if an item has already been nominated do ot let that stop you from
ominating it again.  you are not sure about th eligiilty of @ patcular em please pass the
details on fo me anyway and | wil check
« Best Novel Nominations received: John Kessel Comupting Dr Nice (Golancz: £16.98 hb):
Jack McDevitt Etemity Road (Voyager: 599 pb); Ken MacLeod The Cassini Divison (Orbit
£15.99 hb); John Meaney To Hold Infny (Bantam: £5.99 p).

—©Chris Hil 1998

eastercon programme books
yvonne rowse

VER THE YEARS |'ve collected a stack of theatre programmes. Ever since I've

been able to afford a programme as well as a ticket I've bought one. Why?

There are only two in the stack without adverts: Accidental Death of an
Anarchistand The Rat in the Skull. The rest, even Can't Pay, Won't Pay, are more
adverts than information. Much more. | suppose a programme gives us something
to bicker over before the play starts.

Recently two very different programme books have augmented my stack, those
for Intervention and Intuition, the 1997 and 1998 Eastercons,

It's obvious that the purpose of theatre programmes is to squeeze a bit more
money from the customer while generating advertising revenue. What then is the
purpose of the convention programme book? I'm not really sure. You don't pay any
more for it. If you got it before the con you could read up about the guests. But you
don't - it comes in the plastic bag they hand to you when you register. Some
people fick through it briefly if theyve arrived before their friends and before the
dealers' room opens. It's traditional, however, to read it on the train journey home. |
do. If you drive you probably never read it at all. Well, you should! Get your old
programme books out and read them.

Intervention's programme book was a beautifully glossy production with an
uncluttered black-and-white cover, lovely cream paper and nicely chosen typefaces
for the titles. In a cunning attempt to get peaple to read the thing they included the
‘Read Me', information on programme items.

Itis a triumph of style over content. It's not bad - in places it's very good - but it
lacks substance. For example, almost three pages — six columns - were devoted to
Guest of Honour Brian Aldiss, but four and a half were taken up by a bibliography
and details of awards he's won. Harry Harrison had to fit all the enthusiasm that
should have been spread over five columns into a meagre one. It wasn't a problem
to Harry; he appreciates ferociously.

The Ansible review of the year, an essay and three (good) short stories by Jon
Bing, and an article by Arthur C. Clarke reprinted from the Sunday Times saved the
book from being a collection of lists interspersed with brief (good) author
biographies. There wasn't much written specifically for the publication: only the
author biographies and “The Committee”, written by each other and friends, were
original. My favourite of these was of John Bark, as by “W. McG.", which begins:

O Conference Science Fictional that does this day
Grace the banks of the River Mersey
Lovely!

The Intuition programme book, though less ‘designer’, was far more satisfying;
there were lots more words for your money. | liked the format of the guests' articles,
apparently writing about whatever they wanted to, and someone else writing about
them. lan McDonald and Connie Wil both produced moving and witty pieces, and
Martin Tudor's extract from his TAFF report showed a man seriously in need of
Valium. Do people really put themselves through this level of anxiety for fun?

The second half of the book, the overview of things science fictional, gave me
some insight into the bits of fandom | usually ignore. | actually read Chris Terran's
“Sleeping With the Enemy", about genre publishing in 1997, whilst at the con,
shakily highlighted a few books to buy then drifted back into hangover coma. | read
the pieces about cinematic sf, comics, fanzines and science. They inspired me to
want to know more. Mark Plummer's “Wombats and Wallyphones”, about UK
conventions in 1997, kept me entertained but the pieces on costuning and filking
left me as confused and uninterested as ever. | think my favourite bit was "Little
Robots . .. Hitting Each Other’, an excellent artcle by SMS written in the style of
Just William.

“The Committee” was by themselves and was the only part that Intuition did less
well than Intervention. When writing about others, people are almost always more
inventive and amusing than when forced to 'Write about yourself in 100 words’; it's
horribly reminiscent of school essays.

So there you are. There's more interesting stuff, more creativity, in one con
programme book than in my entire pile of theatre programmes. | have never
re-read a theatre programme. I'm going to put Intervention and Intuition away now
in the sure knowledge that when | disinter them in some grand future tidy-up | will
be able to ‘waste' half a day re-reading them.

—© Yvonne Rowse 1998
Intervention Programme Book: Terminus Borealis Press, 1997 ISBN 0 9530217
0.X: A4, 68pp. Editors Pete Wright, Steve Green. Design / layout Pete Wright.
Intuition Programme Book: Intuition, 1998; ISBN 1 870824 29 6; Ad, 64pp. Editor
Maureen Kincaid Speller. Design / layout Claire Brialey, Mark Plummer.
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+ Please enclose an $
« Efforts are made to_ens
rmation here, but always
know of, any unlisted conventions or events

let me know at the editori ra’addr

+ Special thanks o: Dave Langford, Chris O'Shea, Bridget
Wilkinson; erors are mire.

[ ALWAYS ENCLOSE AN SAE

wregulars

BSFA London Meetings

The BSFA's London meetings are held on the fourth
Wednesday of every month  (except December), in the
upstairs room of the Jubilee Tavem on York Road, London
SE1. between Waterloo and Westminster Bridges. Nearest
stations Waterloo (manline or Underground) or Westminster
{Underground). Things star at about 7.00pm: f you get there:
early and the upstairs oo i closed well be i the main bar
and,ifin doubl, ask the landiord. Meefings are open to al

@ Paul Hood on 0181 333 6670 for futher nformation
22.Jul 98; 26 Aug 98: 23 Sep 98.

London Circle Meetings

Also at the Jubilee Tavern (see above). ‘London Circle
meetings are on the fist Thursday of the month and usually
start about 5pm. No special events but very popular and
crowded.

 Just turn up!

6 Aug 98;3 Sep 98

« Birmingham The Brum SF Group meets on the second
Friday of the morih on the second flor of the Britannia Hotel
o New Stvt. Vi f i yor's Novace, Mariaip s
£15 per year. which includes a monthly new:

 Martin Tudor, 24 Ravensbourne Grove, o Gates Lane,
Willenhall, West Midands, WW13 1HX.

& bsfgebortas. denon. co. uk

Cambridge SF Group meets on the second Monday of the
monthin The Wrestlers. New Market Road, Cambridge.
Cardiff SF Group meets on the first Tuesday of the month
a1 7.30pm in Welington's Café Bar, 42 The Hayes, Cardif.
Colchester SF / Horror | Fantasy Group meets on the third
ey of sach monh o 1230pm i “The Playhouse pubin
S1. Jonn'’

©Des Lr«ls or\ 01255 812119

Hull SF Group meets on the second and fourth Tuesdays of
the month, 8om to 10.30pm at Ye Olde Blue Bell, Market
Place, Hul

@ 1lan & Julle on 01482 447953 or Dave & Estelle on
01482 444291

Leicester SF Group meets on the first Friday of the month;
venue varies

© Tim Groome on 0116 279 2280

# rbeangglobalnet..co. uk

Manchester — FONT meets in Wetherspoon's pub (on
he corner of Piccadily Gardens, near the BR station) on the
second and fourth Thursdays in the month, 8pm onwards.

@ Mike Don on 0161 226 2980

Peterborough SF Ciub meets on the first Wechesday of
the month at the Biuebell Inn, Dogsthorpe, and on the third
Wednesday of the month in the bar of the Great Northern
Hatel, opposit the BR station

= SAE 1o 58 Penninglon, Orton Goldhay, Peterborough,
PE2 5AB; (© Pete on 01733 370542

Portsmouth The South Hants SF Group meets on the
second and fourth Tuesdays of the month at The Magpie,
Fratton Road, Partsmouth

+ Reading SF Group mests weekly on Mondays at 9.00pm;
for a trial period they have moved to the Hope Tap, Friar
Street, Reading

Surbiton Surrey SF Group meets in the Coronation Hall
Surbiton, a Wetherspoons pub 100 yds from the station, on
he second and fourth Thursdays in the monh, from 8pm.

3-5 Jul 1998: Intercontact 98

University of Oslo, Noway. Guesls Gwyneth Jones, Pat
Cadigan, Johannes Berg. Reg. £15 . o 31 May, £5 sup.

= |ntercontact 98, PO Box 121 Blindern, 0313 Oslo, Norway
# elf@origo.no

10-12 Jul 1998: Infinity

Angel Hotel, Cardff. Guests include Diane Duane, Peter
Morwood, Colin Baker, Ed Bishop, Dave Prowse, Jack
Cohen, Lionel Fanthorpe, Andy Sawyer, M. J. Simpson
Reg. £45.

= nfinit, Swn y Nant, 12 Stuart Sreet, Treherbert, CF42 5PR
# infintyscificonghotnail.con

# http: //ww.cf .ac.uk/ccin/main/ents/sfc/infi
nity.htal

17-19 Jul 1998: Nexus 98

Media convention at Bristol's Hiton National Hotel. Guests
include BS's Peter Jurasik, Richard Arnold. Reg. £44, under
14s half price, under 5 free. Instaiment scheme available.

upp.
 Nexus 98, 1 Lulington Rd., Knowle, Bristol, BS4 2LH
# hittp: //www. cosha. demon. co. uk

1 Aug 1998: WestCon

A one-day media con at Bristol Cty Football Club, organised by
members of the Nexus conrunning team. Guests include Barry
Morse and Ziena Merton. Reg. £20 to 14 July, £22.50
thereafter and on the door; under 16s £14 / £16.50, under 55
free. Price includes a buffet meal, instaiment scheme available.
© Westcon, 46 Brins Close, Stoke Gifford, Bristol, BS34 8XU
# mal@nexcon.demon. co.uk

5-9 Aug 1998: Bucconeer

The S6ih Worldeon at Balimore, Maryiand. Guests C. J.
Cherryh, Milton A. Rothman, Stanley Schmit, Michael
Whelan

UK Agent:

= John Dalman, cio EDS Unigraphics, Parker's House, 46
Regent Street, Cambridge, CB2 1DB

©01223570179

# jgdgcix. conpulink. co,uk

General info:

# bal tinore98@access. digex. net

* http: / /. access. digex. net/-balt9g

21-24 Aug 1998: The Wrap Party

Celebrate the conclusion of Babylon 5 at the Radisson
Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow, London. Confirmed guests are J.
Michael Straczynski, Harlan Ellison, Jack Cohen, John
Ridgeway, Bryan Talbot Adam ‘Mojo' Lebowitz, John
Matthews. Reg. £75 (instalment scheme available), £80 at
door; under 175 half price, under 125 free. Room rates:
£40pppn triple, £42pppn double or twin, £47pppn single.

@ The Wrap Party, PO Box 505, Reading, ARG 70Z

# Thelirappar ty@steanradio. con

# http://www. steanradio. con/TherapParty

22-23 Aug 1998: The Prisoner

Possibly the last Prisoner con to be held in Portmeirion in north
Wales. where the cult 60s series was filmed.

& Six of One, PO Box 66, [pswich, IP2 072

3-6 Sep 1998: Dragon‘Con 98

Premiere con of the Southem USA, at the Hyatt Regency in
Atlanta, The huge guest fist includes Harlan Ellison, C. J.
Cherryh, Ray Harryhausen, Larry Niven, Brian Lumley,
James P. Hogan, Jerry Pournelle, Storm Constantine,
Roger Dean, Anthony Daniels. Reg. $50.

@ Dragon'Con 98, PO Box 47696, Atlanta, GA 30362-069,
USA

% http: //www.dragoncon,org

4-6 Sep 1998: Festival of Fantastic Films

At Sacha's Hotel in Manchester. Guests Gerry Anderson,
Stephen Weeks, and from Hammer Fims Hazel Court, Aida
Young and Eddie Powell. Reg. £55 to 30 Jun, nsing
thereatter; under 165 £20, under 125 £15

oc. of Fantastic Fims, clo 95 Meadowgate Road, Salford,
Manchester, M5 SEN

© 0161 707 3747 (svsnmgs mvy] fax 0161 7920991

s hnadeglobalnet. co

3 http: //savey

- ,stwal

4-7 Sep 1998: Cult TV

Media con focusing on Kisch tv. Vene Tefford Moat House in
Stiropshire. Guests include Johnnie Ball (Zoe's dad, among
other claims 10 fame). Reg. £44 to 1 Jun, £49 thereater
chilren 9-15 hall price, nder 9s fre.

@Cut TV, PO Box 1701, Peterborough, PE7 1ER
# culttvuk@geocities.con

#http://culttv. base.org

11-13 Sep 1998: Fantasycon 22

Brish Fantasy Society con. Venue Alvany Hotel, ammgnam
quests Freda Warrington. Jane Yolen

Campbell. Reg. £50 (€40 BFS members). Sup. £25 (£20)

= Fantasycon, 46 Orford Road, Acocks Green, Bimingham
B2760T

# http://wai.djb.u-net..con

1113 Sep 1998: AKFT 98

Star Trek con a the Warwick Arms Hotel, Warvick. Reg, €30,
= AKFT 98, 7 Beigrave Close, St Mary Cray, Orpington, BRS
an

18-21 Sep 1998: Discworld Convention Il

The second convention devoted to all things Pratchetiian takes
place at the Adelphi Hotel in Liverpool, with guests including
one-guess, Stephen Briggs and Dave Langford. Reg. £40,
£30 unwaged. Bookings close 15 July, and there are no
onthe-door memberships.

PO Box 4100, Hornchureh, Essex, RM11 2GZ

25-28 Sep 1998: Albacon 98

Central Hotel, Giasgow. Reg. £30 att., £35 on the door. Guests
Diana Wynne Jones, Ray Harryhausen, Kim Newman, and
asironomer Prof. John Salthouse.

= Albacon 98, F1/2, 10 Atlas Road, Glasgow, G21 4TE

@ 0141558 2862

# albaconedial  pipex.con

26-27 Sep 1998: Multicon 98

Commercial media con at the Norbreck Castle Hotel,
Blackpool. Reg, £30,

= Dave Prowse Promotions Ltd, c/o 12 Marshalsea Road,
London, SE1 1HL

2-4 Oct 1998: Masque 6

The sixth Brish costuming convention at the Abany Hotel,
Eastbourne. Reg. £20, pre-GCSE children halfprice.

3 Masque 6, 43 Milbrook Gardens, Chetenham, GLS0 3RQ

# http: / /. 29n92. demon. co. uk/nasque. htm

9-11 Oct 1998: Voyage In Person 1998

Voyage to the Bottom of the Sea convention at the Novotel
Sheffield Guests Terry Becker, Allan Hunt, Del Monroe.
Reg. £45, Sat. £22.50, Sun. £16.50

@ VIP, 26 Miner Road, Horfield, Bristol, BS7 9PQ

# 106530.3226conpuserve..con

# http://ourworld. conpuserve. con/honepages/ tvn
filn/vip.htn

10 Oct 1998: Octocon Lite

Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laoghaire, nr Dublin. Guest James
White. Reg. £10.

43 Eglinton Road, Dublin 4, Ireland

UK agent

£ Dave Lally, 64 Richbome Terrace, London, SW 1AX

© 0171735 3819

13-15 Nov 1998: Novacon 28
Venue Britannia Hotel, Bimningham, guest Paul J, McAuley
Reg. £32

= Novacon 26, 14 Park Stieet, Lye, Stourbridge, West
Midiands, DY9 8SS

20-22 Nov 1998: Armadacon X

St/ cult tv con at the Copthorne Hotel in Plymouth. Guests
include Jim Burns, Dougal Dixon. £25 att, £19 unwaged.

= Armadacon X, PO Box 38, Plymouth, Devon

© 01752 2576351267873

 eurobell.co. uk/buttons/armadacon

20-22 Nov 1998: BOZ-CON

Sf con af the Golden Tulp Hotel, Bergen op Zoom,
Netherands. Guests TBA. Reg. NLG 65 (about £22)

= Annemarie van Ewyck, Obrechtstraat 4, 2517 VT Den Haag.
Netherlands

# vantent@few. eur,nl



26-26 Feb 1999: Redemption
M'SMMsSammnumelmmmHﬂqm
Ashiord. Kent Guests Gareth

lagh Wells. Jos Nazzaro tsmn!susouuﬂsw
= Redemption, 28 Diprose Road. Core Mullen, Wimbome.
Dorset, BH21 30Y

# JuditheBlakes-7.deson.co.uk

2:5 Apr 1993: Reconvene

The 50th UK National SF Convention and the last of the
twentieth centry; venue is the Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool and the
quests are Jeff Noon, Peter S. Beagle, John Clute, Ron
Tiner and Tom Holt. Newsleter from Tliog The fighty! Its
themed around ‘Time was: Time is. Time shall be". Reg. unil
Nov 98 €30; over 60s, 5145 and supp. £15; under 5 free.

33 West Shrubbery, Redand. Bristol, BS6 6SZ

# nychel legfiredrake.demon. co.uk

20-24 May 1999: Trinity (Eurocon)

Dortmund. Germany. £

@ Science Fiction Tage eV, Am Kattenbrauk 28, D-44287
Dortmund, Germasy

* http://www.cbg.de/sf - tage-nrw UK Agent
=2 Mike Cheater, 42 Eim Grove. Southsea, Hants. POS 1JG.

Jul 1999: Baroquon

The annual UK role-piaying con, in Cambridge. Guest Mary
Gentle

2 Sadder's Close. Baldock, Herts , SG7 6EF

24-25 Jul 1999: Telefantastique 2
‘Multi-media’ con at the Radisson Edwardian Hotel, Heathrow.

Aeg £45.
=138 Rochford Avenue, Loughton, Essex, IG10 285

11 Aug 1999: Total Eclipse of the Sun
Totalty passes through Cormwall, Northem France, Romania
and bits of haly.

13-15 Aug 1999: Wincon V

% vincongpoapey . denon. co. sk

26-29 Aug 1999: Conut
Venue Anaheim Mariott hotel, Anaheim Caifoma Guests
Jerry Pournelle, Nicki & Richard Lynch. Ellen Datiow. Reg
£6.5p £15

wmmw 8 Warren Close, Langley, Slough,

zmrms nasfxc org
* w99, nasfic.org

2-6 Sep 1999: Aussiecon 3

The Worldcon goes down under to Melboume. Guests Greg
Benford, Bruce Gillesple, the deceased George Turner wil
stil be honoured. Reg. £90 (with complicated variations - ask

‘em).
@ UK Agent: Martin Hoare, 45 Tilehurst Road, Reading, RG1

# martinhoaregcix.co.uk

Giasgow. Reg. £15, under 155 £10, under Ss free; supp. £5
= Hypotheticon: 1999, Fiat 072, 11 Cleghom Street. Giasgow,
G2 5AN

27 Dec 1993-2 Jan 2000: Millennium

See in the new millennium (a year early if you're a pedant) at
his con, 10 be held somewhere in northem Europe, probably
the UK or 2 BeNeLus country. £4.00 per year. o be deducted
rom the eventual membershp cost

I Mileanium, clo Malcolm Reid, 186 Casewick Rd., West
Norwood, London, SE27 0SZ

& vdputtegsinplex.nl

26-29 May 2000: CostumeCon 18

Costuming con at Hartord, Connecticut. Reg. $50 109 Aug se
“ICostumeCon 18, 11 Winter Steet, Amesbury,
019131515, USA

# infocc2000. 0rg % vww. cc2000.0rg

31 Aug- Sep 2000 Chicon 2000
and millennial

132

o661 60w /- )

UK Agent: Martin Hoare, 45 Tiehurst Road Reading. RG1 7TT
# partanhoaregcix. co. uk

= PO Box 542057, Chicag, linois 60665, USA

% chi2000gchicon.org

*http: //ww.chicon.org/

29 Dec 2000-1 Jan 2001:
Celebrate the real

26 Avonbank Road, Ruthergien, Glasgow, G73 2PA
© 0141569 1934

BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS BIDS
21-24 Apr 2000: Eastercon
Radicon at the Radsson Edwardan, Heathrow: £2

presupporing
@ Pam Wels, Fat 6, 7 Bootham Terace, York, YO3 70H

Central Hotel, Glasgow: £2 presupporting.
=15 Kersiand Street, Glasgow, G12 88W
2001: Worldcon

= PO Box 1010, Framingham, MA

701-0205, USA
*http: //vorld.std. m‘/-smsky/hznm htal
Pi $10.

2 Suite 2001, 402 Huntingdon Pike. Rockiedge, PA 19046
# 20016cyber.con

2003: Worldcon

Toronto Presupporting £9.

= UK agent Dave Langlord, 94 London Road, Reading, RG1
SAU

# ansiblegeix.co.uk

# hancockginforanp. net

# http: //www. vorldhouse. con/worldcon-2003
c-nuh. Presupporting

= KIM Campbel, 63 Lincol St Leeman Rd. York, YO24YP
5 orPOBox 505 Exee.TX 108095 USA
net

various discounts; rates rise 1 Mar 98.

Ibhl(l.h))hmﬁi

Unconvention
reviewed by Claire Brialey

Its not quie axiomatic that you shouldn't goto a Fortean Times
convention and bark yoursel, but give us time. This year's Uncon-
vention had & ‘conspiracies’ theme, although the only immediate
canddate for conspiracy theory was what the organisers had
done with the barking mad speakers of yesteryear: they ve either
decded that they shouid only have sceptical Forteans as
speakers, o they ve run out of barking people who can take the
questoning. So gone is the man who was harassed by the poice
after he saw the Highgate Vampere ~ he had some evidence but
he'dlef 2t home because he fought we wouldn' be interested.
Banished is the man who knew the Apolo moon landings were
faked and even had the photographs — he could prove it if he
wanied but Gan' have the time. Forever farewell to Mayan Man
(Incredible Barking Man of 1396) who had spent five years o his
Ve taong te inscpions from an mfm ds on o OHP

urwnﬁ a bit and there's the ivﬂ 01 dealn wﬁh a hanam on his
nose in a gokart

Unconvention is sort of fike an sf convention, but without most
of the sf fans. Most of Croydon fandom and the London
Hitchhiker's fans go along, but not many other people we
recognise. Lots of Uncon atendees look similar to st fans; in fact
some of them look uncannily fike specific sf fans and make us all
‘double take. Is probably 2 conspiracy.

The programme was potentally as inferesiing as usual
however, even without the promise of mad staring eyes and lost
istands of Atantis. Unforunately it was let down by the venue.
Twyuvsm Uncon left the Universty of London Union for the
Institute of Education because ULU was too smal. Now the IoE

considerably less inviting afer five hours of not being able 10 get

into the programme. It was bad enough that you had to queve
for fitteen minutes before each talk -
the last fifteen minutes of the
room. It was even worse that by the time you discovered you
couldnt get n to the alk you wanted 1o see, the other one was
fulltoo.

The parts of the programme we did see were pretty good.
David Bartett was deadpan and Informative on the common
ground between reports of alien abduction,  religious
‘experiences. refigious cults and the death of Diana. Damien
Thompson gave an update on impending millennial madness
and why people are srange. Doug Skimer was very
interesting on the Shaver mystenes and showed some siides of

Members
Advertisements and announcements are

FREE to BSFA members. Send your ad to the
editorial address, or phone (0113) 217 1403.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
GETMATTHE STARTI Moas 8 tow o regur, s o, ey
Pomor submssions up o 000 words. No bood ' gom hom.
experimentai o poetry pease. Guideines avaiatie by sendeg 3 stamped

emveiope 1o
Lesiey Miner, 61 Pangarth ise, Faimouth, Comwal, TRI1 207

But the sar o he show was Calonel Jorm

AVAILABLE NOW! Bools for the Fsader and Colecor fom Brian
Ameringen ‘oo,

He is, undamental, a Victorian explrer bom 150 years to0
late. His most recent trip had been the search for a confused

i make sure you receve & copy, o Gop e your Wares L o o get

an
extinct wooly mammoth - which it did, apart from the minor
detais of the wooliness and the being extinct. From his
introduction: 'm a Royal Engineer, which is not the same as a
real engineer. They build things, and by and large we blow
them up” he was a showman and the audience was hooked.
Having found two male not-mammoths-at-al, they needed to
lure them out of the forest to get a better look. “We got our
female elephants to give a mating call - which isat at all
dificult as you can get them to give a mating calto anything -
and these two just oal ignored them. Typial, we thaught
ventual

into the rees in pursuit “We found he. Then | ot a good ook,

forest in the micde o the rgh, wearing ony 2 sarog, by a
randy male
Bt notBke  used fo be. We'd had some hopes for the
Oigins of Scouing tak, but there was nary a rain of
frogsin sight
—©Claire Brialey 1998

Whs End 37 Cowrry Road Momd Esser IG! 40R Emed
cmcoapaserve cos
FOR SALE

sal. Eminenty radable copes. £2.£9 prce-range, Ful st avaabe,
ColE172 €5 and o o B o

WANTED A) SF & F Videos. B) Popular Sciance Books. ) Books concern:
od wih “Compuer Applicatons i Natural Scences and Engineerng”

705, 3
please say which Send your own fist wih ofers on Rem C. Contact
‘Manfred Diehi. 62 Kaisar Wihai St 0-67059 Luwigshalen. Germany.

‘MINSTER CLASSICS' WANTED - ot for me. for 3 e, honest gur

for Gupicates. Thes waried inciute: Aescp’s Fables, Gulivers
Tave At o Soros, ok P o s Por Wec b
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P 3 t mam]mcs lhe news
Ollis’s ime asters
- Cuake Srure Whilst the smart money was on The Black Swan
{London: Sparrow, 1997) o win the Arthur C. Ciarke Award, it was
Are you sitting comfortably? Then Il begin disqualfied from the even more prestigious Po Award for lacking a
spaceship on the cover. (Presumably your actual spaceship was in
I'd like to say what an honour it was to be selected for this réle from the thousands of applicants, butit | someones back yard.) Meanwhie John Whitbourn wil no doubt be
wouldn't be true, Everyone knew it'd be an impossible job following the legendary Roger Robinson (to John Jarrold's Po nomination for 1998, The Royal Changeling lacks a
whom many thanks for his good wishes, if that is what they were), which perhaps explains why ‘Svaycas‘mv‘dves‘ be‘a's Vqlmlﬁl sTlv*Wl “mﬂebs (aEher;: :1( :r\yuom?v
- " " fantasy” and “a master of fantastic literature’, but Earthlight has clearly
wiiggins e s the enlyapplcant Oheel e goes labelled it “File under Sience Fiction" Dickheads should take note. + A
COMPETITION 132: “THE WORD" week before the Clarke Award bash in the Scence Museu, a cenain
There follows twelve sets of jumbled letters; each set when rearranged forms part of one s itle. One i wia T o e W0 Lo et i a1
word i common to each ik, and the leters of that word have been omitted from the mixes. Ttlesand | (#%° P09 el w0 T ophrars ot e s hel
authors, please. If you can't get them all, do as many as you can; you still might win. y&, Spe ) woul have Sp mwy o mmn e e St
aterwards. Siting with an incoherent Victor staffer, a mysterious
1. HELEN HITS GOLFER < woman in a revealing ress and an even drunker man in a dress (less
2 FOSTER PATHALL Please send all competition and eveaing, thank God) was a disgracelul sober Chiis Terran, wh for
3. OH FAIREST crossword entries, together with some reason seemed to be making frantic efiorts 1o keep them away
4 lated e fom Angle Edvards,Se At ice. Noun heseedars
4. DOWN TOWARD ETH any redt P 3 nge items. For example:
5. CATOFHELL John Ollis A joint :des:d;ele':e :m‘n Buckingham Paiace ond xu;s;‘n
¢ announced 1 the latest operating system from Microsot
& POSTHR OFMEN 49 Leighton Road Widows 3. e rnamd D, Prcoe o Wdows
7. IN MOROSE HUGO Corby A spokesman for Microsoft said that this was in tribute to the
8, ECHO MEMOMAN Northants. late ex-royal, and is a fitting name in that the product will look flash,
9. FREE MILD OX NNt OSD. be sr:nsﬁy supueri:cla\‘ consume vast amounts of resources and
cra acuar
10. GIT ARM OFF « Over ﬁaHu ccudy BSFA Awards Adminisrator Chris Hill had
11. HITNO LONEKING by Hissense ofhumour desructively tested befre the awarcs ceremony
2 ¢ af Eastercon. When he checked with rophy designers and buiders
12 GIMLI PORTAGE Wednesday 10 August 1998 B
forgotten something . . " Chiis goes white. Mich twists the knie
“Only ajoke. ha ha, only  joke. They re in the car. Both o them "
i g F g i Chas is m; 2 slow recovery in hosptal
Matrix Crossword 23 « Anor u,azgsa A spokes-kin and co-editor o Victor who wishes
by John English 10 remain anonymous has perhaps discovered just what his esteemed
A colleague Dr Butler gefs up to a the weekend In that mmortal classic

1. The trouble with this i chidren gefting
upset when doctoreaves. (5)
5. Nebula with tuel on ire. (8)
9. Por's made diferenty with peumed
bals! (9)
10. Sunvgod returing to my fighting men
4

“
11 Farmer's novel ‘Grass') describes
sinp club: one in Sansalo, perhaps?

®)

12 Drink for 22. by the sound o it? (§)

13. Zindel's work, wth head fll o old
writer. (9)

" naxemmmmpanmbeeosmm

Mﬂuwdeyemeﬂm

19 Buwesnaaedshn deartobe

destr
2 Cnmmanuev in-chief imprisoned on
French isiand sees wintry stalactte. 7, The final frontier for spelfing expert? (5)
® 8. Deploying ECM,roar reveals where Clarke keeps on. (7)
25. Tidal waves possibly stun Kingsiey. (B) 15, Pirate ship takes soldier with hesitation. (9)
2. Author getting closetosea ... (4] 16, An evil organisation captures America for an inhabifant of a nearby planet. (8)
21 spent rde worrying abou Clarke In 18, Righ taken in, but with passage extracted, (7)

of st (and definitely not just another book about dinosaurs cobbled
together o rip oft Jurassic Park), Footprints of Thunder by James F
David (Tor 197), we find on pp273-4:
His tone sounded final, and' Angie and Ellen pulled each other
dloser. Coop had never had much authorty, and even that was
eroding fast. I they sent Coop back, or worse, nothing would keep
Carl from Ellen. Coop was watching nervously to see if Kishton
would inervene. They were interrupted by the grily sight of Butler
roaring up with the head of the dnosaur sirapped 1o the back of his
motorcycle.
Joly James continues:
The others followed, each with a dinosaur leg strapped o the back
of his bike.
“You call that baby a dinosaur" Elen asked Al heads tumed
towards her.

*Baby” Bufler sad, jerking his head towards the head on the back

of his bike. “You call this mother 2 baby?"
Sady, the author reveas litte more about Butier On p342 we discover
that “John coud smell and hear Butiers loud whizzing’. which is
probably more than we wnated 1o know. On p453 Buter becomes
dino-fodder. but his is obviously misnformation designed 1o lead
biographers asray from his Victor actvtes. The question remains,
Wwho were were those others with dinosaur legs on ther bikes? Could
they be the mysterious BSFA Commitiee? We would investgate
further, but apathy forbids. O — R <7<,

BSFATOl. (9) 2 in Paraguay essels. (7) Bi B )
28, Anderson'’s cratt? Idiots go back to dull 24 Wiliams' book is a iot when re-read! (7) i ;::: ::-f;z:(mm wﬂ]wm cuttings, droppings, small pieces of
colowr (B) 22 Favourite retumed with each author? (6)

29 Where warcrobe went. where drain
ran backward in part. (6)

Down

2 Power used by Kirk on a whim. (7)

3 Settier's land: some upset at bang
taken in by retum of Gam Reaper. (9)

4 Siites capable of hoiding 40%
galions. (8)
5. Design bores containing Ecstasy. (7)

6. Judge female fooi? (6)

24 Body of work about unknown author? (5)

the pathetically unhip matrix is straight-edged
on an acorn a5000. intimately pierced by
rarious bits of software (notably zap, the prince
albert of text edtors), paintully tatiooed by an
hp laserfet 51. copied (of course) by pdc
copyprint, wrapped in rubber by bramiey
mailing services, fondied by the royal

mall, and asked for a date by you

~matrix 132- sounciracked by mouth music sian green. an garbare
& e ikard e, -austn powsrs- (o). Arvans 5o o
abba. arcangelo corel, garbage. and the hissing of summer iawns

— what il god was one of us / just a siob ke one of us

Justa stranger on a bus./ trying to make his way home

e
o
Q\)
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